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Structure of the examination

The Design ATAR course examination consists of a written component and a practical (portfolio) 
component.

Structure of this paper

Section
Number of 
questions 
available

Number of 
questions to 
be answered

Suggested 
working time

(minutes)

Marks 
available

Percentage 
of written 

examination

Section One
Short response 5 5 30 33 30

Section Two
Extended response 6 3 120 54 70

Total 100

Instructions to candidates

1. The rules for the conduct of the Western Australian external examinations are detailed in
the Year 12 Information Handbook 2020: Part II Examinations. Sitting this examination
implies that you agree to abide by these rules.

2. Write your answers in this Question/Answer booklet.

3. Answer the questions according to the following instructions.

Section One: Contains five questions. Answer all questions.

Section Two: Contains six questions. You must answer Questions 6 and 7. Answer one
question from Questions 8 to 11.

4. You must be careful to confine your answers to the specific questions asked and to follow
any instructions that are specific to a particular question.

5. Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at
the end of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer,
indicate at the original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.
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Section One: Short response	 30% (33 Marks)

This section has five questions. Answer all questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 30 minutes.
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Question 1		  (11 marks)

DESIGN 4 
 
Question 1  (11 marks) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 1: Exterior of Al Bahar Towers in Abu Dhabi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Exterior of Al Bahar Towers in Abu Dhabi
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Refer to Figure 1 on the previous page to answer the question parts.

(a)	 Identify two dominant design principles evident in the Al Bahar Towers.	 (2 marks)

	 One: 

	 Two: 

(b)	 Describe how the design principles you identified in part (a) have been used effectively in 
the Al Bahar Towers.	 (6 marks)

	 Principle one

	 Principle two
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Question 1 (continued)

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document, but may be viewed at the link listed on the acknowledgements page.

Figure 2: CAD drawings of the closed to open states of the exterior shading device of the 
Al Bahar Towers, inspired by traditional Islamic design

(c)	 Outline an inquiry process the designer could have used when developing the Al Bahar 
Towers’ design.	 (3 marks)
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Question 2		  (5 marks)

(a)	 Recommend two possible future trends in production processes.	 (2 marks)

	 One: 

	 Two: 

(b)	 Explore one of these recommendations and propose how it could affect sustainability in 
production.	 (3 marks)



See next page

DESIGN	 8	

Question 3		  (8 marks)

For copyright reasons this 
text cannot be reproduced 

in the online version of 
this document, but may be 

viewed at the link listed on the 
acknowledgements page.

For copyright reasons this 
text cannot be reproduced 

in the online version of 
this document, but may be 

viewed at the link listed on the 
acknowledgements page.

Figure 3: Spartan Golf Club logo Figure 4: Driving After Dark golf logo

(a)	 Identify two differences in the type used in the golfing logos of Figures 3 and 4.	(4 marks)

	 One: 

	 Two: 
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(b)	 Analyse how meaning has been created in the designs of Figures 3 and 4.	 (4 marks)

	 Figure 3

	 Figure 4
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Question 4		  (5 marks)

(a)	 Construct two questions that you could ask a potential client in order to establish a 
detailed design brief.	 (2 marks)

	 One: 

	 Two: 

(b)	 Explain how the client’s responses could influence your planning of costs and 
constraints.	 (3 marks)
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Question 5		  (4 marks)

Describe how the design shown below meets the design principle ‘form follows function’.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document, but may be viewed at the link listed on the acknowledgements page.

For copyright reasons this text 
cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document, but may 
be viewed at the link listed on the 

acknowledgements page.

For copyright reasons this text 
cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document, but may 
be viewed at the link listed on the 

acknowledgements page.

Figure 5: Shared Lady Beetle-Micro Movable Library for Children, by LUO Studio, 2019

End of Section One
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Section Two: Extended response	 70% (54 Marks)

This section contains six questions.

You must answer Question 6, which is common to all contexts and Question 7, which relates to 
a given stimulus.

Then answer one context-specific question from Questions 8 to 11.

Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 120 minutes.

Question 6		  (14 marks)

Refer to one design project that you have undertaken this year. Use this project to answer all 
parts of this question.

(a)	 Outline your design brief, solution and two important stakeholders.	 (4 marks)

	 Design brief: 

	 Solution: 

	 Stakeholder one: 

	 Stakeholder two: 
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Question 6 (continued)

(b)	 Explain how your choice of materials and/or technologies were influenced by the design 
brief.		  (4 marks)
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(c)	 Analyse how your final design solution was relevant to the cultural values, ideologies and 
belief systems of your stakeholders. 	 (6 marks)
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Question 7		  (20 marks)

(a)	 Summarise the use of semiotics, codes and conventions in Figures 6 and 7. Provide your 
responses by annotating around the advertisements.	 (6 marks)

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document, but may be viewed at the link listed on the 

acknowledgements page.

Figure 6: World For All advertisement

Text reads: World For All. There’s always room for more. Adopt.
Visit the Pet Adoptathon on 21 January 2017, Sydenham College, Mumbai. 

www.worldforall.co
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For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online 
version of this document, but may be viewed at the link listed on the 

acknowledgements page.

Figure 7: Close Puppy Factories NSW advertisement

Text reads: Like this little girl? She’s ready to be part of your family.
#puppynirvana #cavoodles #puppiesforsale

It’s easy to disguise a puppy’s past. Ask the right questions before you buy one online.
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Question 7 (continued)

(b)	 Analyse the similarities and differences between the semiotics, codes and conventions 
used in Figure 6 and Figure 7.	 (6 marks)
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(c)	 Evaluate how Figure 6 and Figure 7 reinforce and/or challenge representations in society. 
		  (8 marks)

	 Figure 6

	 Figure 7 



See next page

DESIGN	 20	

Section Two: Extended response: Context-specific

Answer one question from Questions 8 to 11 in relation to your chosen context. Tick one of the 
boxes below to indicate your context.

Context Tick  Product Question Pages

Photography Social media campaign 8 21–23

Graphic design Wearable merchandise 9 24–26

Dimensional design Communal seat 10 27–29

Technical graphics Information tent 11 30–32

Examine the design brief below to answer your context-specific question.

Design brief

Perth City Council is planning a festival to encourage inclusivity among young people. The aim 
of this ‘Diversity Day’ celebration is to showcase experiences and create environments that 
invite young people to connect, share, speak out and value diversity. 

The Council has requested that your design solution:
1.	 includes one or more of the following strategies of communication: shock tactics, humour, 

metaphor and emotion in your design solution
2.	 reflects one of the themes in the summary of census data survey provided below.

Accessibility for the 
less able

●	 Disability affects one in five Australians to varying degrees and in 
different ways.

●	 The number of people recorded with a need for assistance 
represented at 5.1% of the population.

Multiculturalism ●	 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples contribute greatly to 
the diversity of Australia and are acknowledged as the traditional 
owners of our land.

●	 49% of Australia’s population were either born overseas or had 
one parent born overseas.

●	 The religious beliefs of communities has diversified.
LGBTIQ ● 	 The number of same-sex couples counted living together in 

Australia was just under 46,800.
●	 This represents a 39% increase since 2011, with young people 

aged 20 to 29 years accounting for much of it.

Figure 8: Summary survey data (2016 ABS Census) which reflects the
key concerns facing young people around the issues of diversity
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Question 8: Photography	 (20 marks)

Use the design brief on page 20 to answer all parts of this question.

As part of the design team, you are responsible for creating a social media campaign that aims 
to:
●	 convey one of the festival’s themes of diversity to young people
●	 use one or more strategies of communication (shock tactics, humour, metaphor and 

emotion).

(a)	 In the space below, create a detailed mind map that explores and develops ideas 
relevant to the design brief.	 (6 marks)
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Question 8 (continued)

(b)	 In the space below, create a design solution for the social media campaign.

	 (i)	 Sketch a solution to the design brief.	 (5 marks)

	 (ii)	 Annotate your design to help communicate your solution.	 (3 marks)
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(c)	 Justify how you used one or more strategies for communication to attract your intended 
audience.	 (6 marks)
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Question 9: Graphic design	 (20 marks)

Use the design brief on page 20 to answer all parts of this question.

As part of the design team, you are responsible for creating wearable merchandise that aims to:
●	 convey one of the festival’s themes of diversity to young people 
●	 use one or more strategies of communication (shock tactics, humour, metaphor and 

emotion).

(a)	 In the space below, create a detailed mind map that explores and develops ideas 
relevant to the design brief.	 (6 marks)
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(b)	 In the space below, create a design solution for the wearable merchandise.

(i)	 Sketch a solution to the design brief.	 (5 marks)

(ii)	 Annotate your design to help communicate your solution.	 (3 marks)
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Question 9 (continued)

(c)	 Justify how you used one or more strategies for communication to attract your intended 
audience.	 (6 marks)
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Question 10: Dimensional design	 (20 marks)

Use the design brief on page 20 to answer all parts of this question.

As part of the design team, you are responsible for creating a communal seat that aims to:
●	 convey one of the festival’s themes of diversity to young people 
●	 use one or more strategies of communication (shock tactics, humour, metaphor and 

emotion).

(a)	 In the space below, create a detailed mind map that explores and develops ideas 
relevant to the design brief.	 (6 marks)
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Question 10 (continued)

(b)	 In the space below, create a design solution for the communal seat.

(i)	 Sketch a solution to the design brief.	 (5 marks)

(ii)	 Annotate your design to help communicate your solution.	 (3 marks)
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(c)	 Justify how you used one or more strategies for communication to attract your intended 
audience.	 (6 marks)
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Question 11: Technical graphics	 (20 marks)

Use the design brief on page 20 to answer all parts of this question.

As part of the design team, you are responsible for creating an information tent that aims to:
●	 convey one of the festival’s themes of diversity to young people 
●	 use one or more strategies of communication (shock tactics, humour, metaphor and 

emotion).

(a)	 In the space below, create a detailed mind map that explores and develops ideas 
relevant to the design brief.	 (6 marks)
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(b)	 In the space below, create a design solution for the information tent.

(i)	 Sketch a solution to the design brief.	 (5 marks)

(ii)	 Annotate your design to help communicate the solution.	 (3 marks)
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End of questions

Question 11 (continued)

(c)	 Justify how you used one or more strategies for communication to attract your intended 
audience.	 (6 marks)
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