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This is the 2022 ATAR examination in English as an Additional Language or Dialect, Section 
One: Listening. 
 

You will hear two texts. Each text will be played twice. There will be a short pause between the 
first and second readings. After the second reading, there will be time to answer the questions.  
 

You may make notes at any time. Your notes will not be marked. You may come back to this 
section at any time during the working time for this paper. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Text 1 will begin in one minute. Use this time to read the Questions for Text 1. 
 

(1 minute silence) 
 
Text 1: Is social media changing how we speak? (First reading) 
 
Listen to this interview about language change and answer Questions 1 to 7. 
 
I am the first voice you will hear, I am the interviewer. 
I am the second voice you will hear, representing author, Lisa De Vis 
 
 
Interviewer:  Good evening and welcome to Radio National. Tonight’s discussion poses the 

question: Is social media changing how we speak?  Welcome to Lisa De Vis, our 
guest and author of the best-selling book, ‘Let’s Talk!’ to discuss this issue with 
us. 

 
Lisa De Vis:  Great to be here with you, Matt, and hello to all your listeners. 
 
Interviewer: Lisa, can you define ‘social media’ for our listeners.  
 
Lisa De Vis: Sure. The term refers to online, computer-based technology that has become a 

new way of communicating, giving us quick electronic sharing of such content as 
personal information, ideas, documents, videos and photos. Among the most 
popular platforms are Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

 
Interviewer: So, first of all, the big question: just how big is the use of social media here in 

Australia?  
 
Lisa De Vis:  It’s huge! In January 2021, almost 80% of Australians were active users of social 

media compared to 58% in 2015.  
 
Interviewer: That’s an amazing increase in the number of active users! So, tell us more about 

‘how is social media changing how we speak?’ 
 
Lisa De Vis:  Firstly, it’s the words we use. English dictionaries, such as Oxford and Collins 

have included new words that have sprung from social media. But, in fact, most 
of these new words are actually hybrids of existing terms or ideas. For example, 
terms like ‘sharenting’ which refers to parents sharing their children's lives on 
social media and ‘floordrobe’ which means using your bedroom floor as a 
wardrobe. 

 
Interviewer Do we know where such words originated? 
 
Lisa De Vis:  It's very hard to find their origins. Most have just been created by an unknown 

person somewhere in the network and others have been created by social media 
hashtags or by celebrities on the internet. But, because we're now sharing by 
text and tweets and Instagram, all these new words appear everywhere and 
spread very quickly! 

http://statista.com/statistics/680201/australia-social-media-penetration/
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Interviewer: We certainly have a vibrant changing vocabulary these days, Lisa. You also 

mention in your book the language ‘tools’ being developed and used extensively 
on social media. Can you explain this to us? 

 
Lisa De Vis: Yes, for example, a widely used language ‘tool’ is where a word is made from the 

initial letters of a group of words. Examples are LOL (laugh out loud) and TTYL 
(talk to you later). These are now commonplace substitutes for whole sentences. 
Whole conversations can be made up of such abbreviations that demonstrate 
how social media speeds up communication by providing faster interaction and 
more instant gratification. 

 
Interviewer: Critics say that social media has led us to ‘dumbing down’ our language. 

However, you constantly praise the power that social media has given us to 
control and take part in invigorating and developing our written and spoken 
language. Why is this? 

 
Lisa De Vis:  Some people don’t like the creation of these new words by social media because 

they’re not traditional or conventional, but it’s certainly not ‘dumbing down’. This 
is an exciting time of increased communication and dynamic language as new 
words are created and these new words spread around the globe. We are 
crossing linguistic, geographical and cultural boundaries in a whole new way 
which is amazing! 

 
Interviewer: And it isn’t just the written language that we use on social media that is 

changing. Could you tell us more about how social media has affected our 
behaviour in social settings, particularly in relation to how we talk to each other. 

 
Lisa De Vis:  There’s a growing tendency for us to avoid public social situations. It is quite 

common to see people in meetings or couples in restaurants with their heads 
down looking at their mobile phones just scrolling through social media. This is 
leading unfortunately to more of us disengaging instead of making conversation 
or participating in social interactions. We need to make sure people are aware of 
social etiquette, which is to put your phone away when someone is speaking to 
you.  

 
Another change is that social media has made the way we speak much more 
casual. We are using informal language, shortened words, abbreviations and 
even symbols, such as emojis, to communicate. However, using this new casual 
language has left so many people unaware of when it is inappropriate to use it. 
We need to ensure that we are teaching our children the clear distinction 
between this and the more formal language that you need in a more formal 
setting, such as a job interview. 

 
Interviewer: Thank you Lisa. This has been a fascinating and enlightening discussion about 

how our language is changing through the growing influence of social media. 
 
Lisa De Vis:  Thank you, Matt. It has been a pleasure.  
 
Interviewer: So, has social media changed the way we speak and write English? Yes, 

undeniably. And if you want to learn more about this phenomenon, read Lisa’s 
book ‘Let’s Talk’. 

 
(1 minute silence) 
 
Text 1: (Second reading) 
 
Now answer questions 1 to 7. 
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Text 2 will begin in one minute. Use this time to read the Questions for Text 2. 
 
(1 minute silence) 
 
Text 2: How volunteering makes Australia strong (First reading) 
 

Listen to this lecture and answer Questions 8 to 15. 
 

I am the voice you will hear, I am the lecturer. 
 

 
My name is Dr Garth Lopez. Welcome to my second lecture in our series on ‘What makes 
Australians strong’. The focus of this lecture is on the positive contribution volunteers make to 
Australian society, especially when we are faced with natural disasters such as floods and 
bushfires. It is during such events that Australians are so willing to volunteer their services in any 
way they can to help their fellow Australians, so that everyone pulls together in a united effort. 
 
Two types of volunteering can be observed at such times. The first is voluntary activity that arises 
naturally when people just ‘pitch in’ to help their neighbours. It is unstructured and spontaneous. 
An example would be a person who helps mop up the water from inside a neighbour’s flooded 
house. The second type is formal volunteering that is more organised and offers formal duties 
and positions for people to fill, such as being members of a clean-up and recovery team. 
 
With formal volunteering, three types can be identified. The first type of formal volunteering 
involves locals working for an existing welfare organisation that provides material aid such as 
food and medical supplies, shelter or evacuation assistance. 
 
A second type of formal volunteering also involves pre-existing community organisations but 
these focus more on social activities and community support – social and sporting events, 
theatre, music concerts and the arts. Often such organisations aim to raise money or collect 
goods that will assist the victims of a natural disaster. Bushfire survivors were engaged in a wide 
range of activities, such as participating in local community committees or other types of recovery 
efforts such as planting gardens, chopping wood and making jam. 
 
So how does volunteering make a positive contribution and strengthen a community? Studies 
have found that volunteering, by connecting people together, fosters a sense of control over 
people’s lives and helps to develop strong, resilient communities. Furthermore, bonding between 
volunteers results in long-term friendships particularly after a natural disaster. 
 
These studies also found that there were many positive outcomes from both formal and informal 
volunteering. Volunteers, recipients of the volunteer efforts and the local community all benefitted. 
For many volunteers there were therapeutic outcomes accompanied by an increased capacity to 
cope and move forward with a degree of optimism. 
 
There were also many comments made about how volunteers were developing leadership 
qualities which would be useful in the community for years to come. A local government official 
also told us about members of the community recovery committee who had developed new skills 
and confidence as a result of volunteering. 
 
Finally, the research studies revealed that volunteer efforts by community members had the effect 
of linking them back into the community and establishing closer links with their neighbours or 
those who live in their community. Just like the links that give a chain its strength, so volunteering 
that links individuals and groups together is what makes Australia strong. 
 
Thank you for listening to this lecture. 
 
(1 minute silence) 
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Text 2: (Second reading) 
 
 
 
Now answer Questions 8 to 15. 
 
This is the end of Section One. 
 
Supervisors, please turn off the sound equipment. 
 



 

 

Published by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority of Western Australia 
303 Sevenoaks Street 

CANNINGTON  WA  6107 

Copyright 
© School Curriculum and Standards Authority, 2022 
 
This document – apart from any third party copyright material contained in it – may be freely copied, or communicated on an 
intranet, for non-commercial purposes in educational institutions, provided that it is not changed and that the School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority (the Authority) is acknowledged as the copyright owner, and that the Authority’s moral rights are not 
infringed. 
 
Copying or communication for any other purpose can be done only within the terms of the Copyright Act 1968 or with prior written 
permission of the Authority. Copying or communication of any third party copyright material can be done only within the terms of 
the Copyright Act 1968 or with permission of the copyright owners. 
 
Any content in this document that has been derived from the Australian Curriculum may be used under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY) licence. 
 
An Acknowledgements variation document is available on the Authority website. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Text 1  Paragraph 8 (sentence 4) adapted from: Wood, P. (2016). From #Brexit 
to #Woke: Social media is changing the way we speak. Retrieved May, 
2022, from https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-22/social-media-is-
changing-the-way-we-speak/8045362  
Paragraph 12 information from: Wil. (2016). Has social media changed the 
way we speak and write English? Retrieved May, 2022, from 
https://englishlive.ef.com/blog/english-in-the-real-world/has-social-media 
-changed-the-way-we-speak-and-write-english/#:~:text=The%20use%20 
of%20acronyms%20(an,by%20lessening%20the%20need%20to  
Paragraph 6 (sentence 2) from: Carter, A. (2022). Want to learn a 
language? Try TikTok. Retrieved May, 2022, from https://the 
conversation.com/want-to-learn-a-language-try-tiktok-174702  

 
Text 2  Adapted from: Webber, R., & Jones, K. (2011). After the bushfires: 

Surviving and volunteering. Retrieved May, 2022, from 
https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/ajem-apr-2011-after-the-
bushfires-surviving-and-volunteering/   
Obtained from the Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience, © 
Commonwealth of Australia 2022. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


