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Year 12 ATAR Physical Education Studies 

Proposed school-based practical assessment validation – FAQs 

Elite performers 

1. Can schools receive the elite standard before selecting specific sports? 

The standards for elite classification were sent to all teachers of Physical Education Studies (PES) 
on Tuesday, 19 October 2021, in the document titled ‘PES Validation pilot teacher information 
sheet’. 

2. If a teacher believes that a student is elite, but lives in a regional area and is unable to trial for 
elite teams, can the school indicate them as elite? 

In such situations, it would be advisable to discuss individual students with the Authority 
consultant. 

3. Do the elite criteria create a disadvantage to country students? 

Being identified as elite will have no impact on how students are assessed as the validator of the 
sport will not have this information when assessing the students. The classification will only be 
used by the Authority’s measurement consultant to assist with accounting for significant 
differences in the marks between Sport 1 and Sport 2 for particular students. 

4. Are there allowances for elite athletes whose sport is not offered by the school? 

The decision on which sports are offered is made by the teacher/school and will be dependent 
on factors such as teacher expertise, resources etc. In a manner similar to the present process, 
elite athletes will have the opportunity to specialise in Sport 2. This was a factor which 
contributed to the decision to allocate 60% of the practical mark to the second sport. 

Session logistics 

1. Will the Authority schedule two sessions for schools with mixed classes? One session for the 
boys and one session for the girls? 

Yes. All sports will be assessed separately for male and female students. This became evident 
early in the trial in 2021. 

2. Could you please clarify the process on boy-girl split for assessment? What if there are only 
two or three girls and eight boys doing touch football? 

All sports will be assessed separately for male and female students. A separate session will be 
arranged for schools with a mixed class. Where there are not enough students for the 
assessment, the teacher may use other students they deem suitable. 

3. If there are two classes, can two sports be offered for Sport 1 (across both classes) and the 
Authority assesses two sports with students nominating one? 

Yes. If there are two sports offered across the two classes, the Authority will schedule two 
different validation sessions. 



 Year 12 Physical Education Studies   
2021/60569[v2] Proposed school-based practical assessment validation pilot – FAQs 2 

4. What is the minimum group size needed for assessment sessions? 

Each sport has their own group size. Support documents will be sent to schools when survey 
results indicating the sport/s delivered have been finalised. 

Validation of sport 

1. Can schools change the sport initially selected on the survey now that there is more detail 
available about the new practical assessment process? 

Yes. This may be done when submitting the enrolment form in February 2022. 

2. Will schools be provided with a list of the sports other schools in their region are offering so 
they can work together if needed? 

Yes. Following the submission of all information regarding sport selection, the Authority will 
contact schools in a region that are delivering the same sport. 

3. When does the second sport need to be selected by students? Usually this occurs after the 
first sport assessment. 

The survey conducted in Term 4, 2022 will be used to provide the Authority with initial 
information on which to gauge possible validation session requirements. A list of students 
(based on Year 11 enrolments in 2021) will be sent to all schools at the start of 2022, which will 
provide the opportunity for Sport 1 to be changed. It is vital that these forms are returned 
promptly to the Authority and Sport 1 is not changed after that. Sport 2 must also be indicated 
on this form. 

School assessment 

1. If Sport 1 and Sport 2 are the same sport, can the assessment validation be used as an 
assessment task? 

Yes, assuming this is in relation to the pilot in 2022. The decision as to whether a teacher can use 
the results of the 2022 validation as one of their assessment tasks will be up to the teacher. 

2. It was mentioned that teachers do not need to use the pilot assessment for their school mark. 
Sport 1 is weighted at 40%, is that 40% of the WACE practical mark? With the other 60% being 
the external practical examination at the end of Term 3? 

Teachers do not need to use the mark awarded in the pilot, as this will only apply to 2022. This 
process is not part of the formal assessment, unless the teacher chooses to use it. The 
percentage weightings (40% and 60%) are for the proposed model only and do not apply for the 
school assessment or the external assessment in 2022. 

3. If in the past, schools have hired external assessors to assess the practical component of the 
course, can they still do this? 

Not for this process. Teachers need to be aware that in the current format, the decision on final 
marks for their students is the responsibility of the teacher only. This is going to be no different 
in the proposed model. 
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4. Why does this approach make it better for students? 

The proposed format is not necessarily about benefiting or advantaging students. It has been 
developed in order to overcome issues with the current structure and provide a model with a 
high level of validity and fairness, given that currently the school and examination marks are 
often in different sports. The new process received very positive feedback, especially from 
regional schools, who felt that being assessed in their own school and not having to travel was 
much fairer to them. 

5. Is the new assessment method being used in 2022 an in-class assessment for both Years 11 
and 12? 

No. The new method of assessment will only be used when the syllabus is implemented. The 
exact dates of this will be published early in 2022. The proposed validation process will not be 
used until the Year 12 syllabus is implemented. The pilot in 2022 will provide detailed feedback 
and improve the process. 

Practical examination 2022 

1. Will students still be required to sit the external practical examinations in October 2022? 

Yes. The WACE practical examination will not be affected until the validation process is 
implemented. 

2. Will students move to the new form of assessment for their sports next year that was 
discussed earlier, or remain with the technique points for each skill? 

Nothing changes to the formal assessment in 2022. The pilot is only to gain additional evidence 
and feedback, which will be used to further improve the process. 

Other 

1. Will the school being assessed last get more time to teach/coach the students? 

A range of variables such as weather and location will be considered when timetabling validation 
sessions. Teachers will need to be mindful that if more time is taken to deliver Sport 1, it will 
detract from time available for Sport 2, which contributes 60% to the final mark. 

2. What is the period of time that all moderation for Sport 1 will take place? 

The 2022 pilot of the proposed format will be conducted throughout Term 2. 

3. Will there be video exemplars aligned with the 1–10 mark allocations/standards? 

Yes. The Authority will be working towards providing these in 2022. 

4. Is there any scope for random moderation of Sport 2 results? 

In the first instance, Sport 2 will be validated on a needs basis. However, the option of validating 
Sport 2 in selected schools may be investigated by the Authority in the future. 
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5. Can more information be provided about Option 3? Would this allow schools to combine so 
that more students could be assessed in their preferred sport? 

Option 3 involves schools offering a variety of sports for Sport 2. A number of smaller schools, 
both metro and regional, expressed interest in the possibility for schools with small numbers of 
students to combine for their assessment if they offer a range of sports in Sport 2. There is more 
information on this in Q2 under the heading Validation of sport. 

6. Can the PowerPoint referred to in the online meeting be sent to teachers? 

All of the information contained in the PowerPoint will be provided in the support material that 
will be sent to schools. 

7. Who will the Authority validators be? Can Physical Education teachers apply to be selected as 
a validator? 

In the first instance, for the 2022 pilot, markers with experience in the external examination will 
be offered the opportunity to be selected as validators. Going forward, there will be a process of 
application and selection in much the same way as examination markers are employed currently. 

8. Does this model advantage specialist schools? 

No. The assessment method outlined in this model works no differently to the current model in 
relation to the sports selected/studied by the students. Presently students are able to specialise 
in a sport (sometimes over two years). That decision is made by the school/teacher. 

9. What are teachers meant to do in practical sessions after Term 3, Week 5? Should we be doing 
more practical sessions early to allow for the correct total percentage of practical hours? 

Following the completion of Sport 2 and submission of marks, it is the decision of the teacher as 
to how the session normally allocated to the practical component may be utilised. Many 
teachers have indicated that this could be used to further develop knowledge of the theoretical 
component of the course or to laboratory sessions. It has always been the teacher’s decision as 
to how to program the course to meet student needs. 
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