
WA student number:     In figures 

In words 

Please place your student identification label in this box

ATAR course examination, 2021

Question/Answer booklet

Copyright © School Curriculum and Standards Authority 2021

ITALIAN:
BACKGROUND 
LANGUAGE

Time allowed for this paper
Reading time before commencing work: ten minutes
Working time: two and a half hours

Materials required/recommended for this paper
To be provided by the supervisor
This Question/Answer booklet
Sound recording

To be provided by the candidate
Standard items: pens (blue/black preferred), pencils (including coloured), sharpener,  

correction fluid/tape, eraser, ruler, highlighters

Special items: monolingual and/or bilingual print dictionaries

Note: Dictionaries must not contain any notes or other marks. No electronic dictionaries are 
allowed.

Important note to candidates
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
you do not have any unauthorised material. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand 
it to the supervisor before reading any further.

Number of additional 
answer booklets used
(if applicable):

Ref: 21-040 
2022/4995 
Web version of 2021/60404



ITALIAN: BACKGROUND LANGUAGE 2 

See next page

Structure of the examination

The Italian: Background Language ATAR course examination consists of a written component 
and a practical (oral) component.

Structure of this paper

Section
Number of 
questions 
available

Number of 
questions to 
be answered

Suggested 
working time

(minutes)

Marks 
available

Percentage 
of written 

examination

Section One 
Response: Listening 2 2 30 30 30

Section Two 
Response:
Viewing and reading

3 3 80 47 30

Section Three
Written communication 2 1 40 16 40

Total 100

Instructions to candidates

1. The rules for the conduct of the Western Australian external examinations are detailed in 
the Year 12 Information Handbook 2021: Part II Examinations. Sitting this examination 
implies that you agree to abide by these rules.

2. Write your answers in Standard Australian English or Italian in this Question/Answer 
booklet.

3. You must be careful to confine your answers to the specific questions asked and to follow 
any instructions that are specific to a particular question. 

4. Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at 
the end of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, 
indicate at the original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.
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Section One
Response: Listening 30% (30 Marks)

You will hear two texts in Italian. Each text will be played twice. There will be a short pause 
between the first and second readings. After the second reading, there will be time to answer the 
questions.

You may make notes at any time. Your notes will not be marked. You may come back to this 
section at any time during the working time for this paper.

Suggested working time: 30 minutes.

Listen to the short text that is printed below. This will help you to become accustomed to the 
speakers’ voices. There are no questions or marks associated with this text.

Male reader: La ‘dolce vita’ italiana

 Siamo appena rientrati in Australia, dopo aver partecipato ad un’esperienza 
indimenticabile – una vacanza culturale alla scoperta della ‘dolce vita’ 
italiana.

Female reader: La ‘dolce vita’ italiana

 Siamo appena rientrati in Australia, dopo aver partecipato ad un’esperienza 
indimenticabile – una vacanza culturale alla scoperta della ‘dolce vita’ 
italiana.

Turn over page and begin Section One



ITALIAN: BACKGROUND LANGUAGE 4 

See next page

Text 1: Non fare l’università? Ragazzi, pensateci bene

Listen to this speech and answer Question 1 in English.

Space for notes
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Question 1  (14 marks)

Il preside della tua scuola ha appena fatto questo discorso agli studenti i quali, come te, sono 
all’ultimo anno di liceo. Facendo riferimento al discorso, scrivi una pagina nel tuo diario di 
apprendimento in cui rifletti sul motivo per cui hai scelto di non andare all’università il prossimo 
anno. Nella tua riflessione:
● fai riferimento a tre ragioni che supportano la tua decisione
● descrivi due possibili percorsi alternativi che potresti prendere in considerazione.

The principal of your school has just given this speech to the students who, like you, are in their final 
year of high school. Referring to the speech, write an entry in your journal in which you reflect on 
why you have chosen not to go to university next year. In your reflection:
● refer to three reasons to support your decision
● describe two possible alternative paths that you could consider.

Write approximately 100 words in English.
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Text 2: Mano nella mano

Listen to this interview and answer Question 2 in Italian.

Space for notes
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Question 2  (16 marks)

Vuoi inoltrare questa intervista alla tua famiglia e ai tuoi amici in Italia per informarli su cosa può 
accadere ai giovani immigrati in Australia e sull’operato del progetto Mano nella mano. Facendo 
riferimento all’intervista, mandagli un’email in cui esponi:
● due problemi principali che gli immigrati hanno affrontato e perchè
● quattro modi in cui l’iniziativa Mano nella mano può aiutarli.

You want to forward this interview to your family and friends in Italy to inform them about 
what can happen to young immigrants in Australia, and the work of the Hand in Hand project. 
Referring to the interview, write them an email in which you draw their attention to:
● two of the major problems immigrants have faced and the reasons why
● four ways in which the Hand in Hand project can help them.

Write approximately 100 words in Italian.

End of Section One
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Section Two
Response: Viewing and reading  30% (47 Marks)

This section contains three texts and three questions. Answer all questions in the spaces 
provided.

Suggested working time: 80 minutes.

Text 3: Gigi Proietti 1940–2020

Read this article and answer Question 3 in Italian.

Gigi Proietti 1940–2020
di Marco Sovrani

Gigi Proietti è morto il 2 novembre, giorno in cui avrebbe compiuto 80 anni. Roma avrebbe 
voluto salutarlo con un grande funerale come meritava, ma a causa delle restrizioni è 
stato un saluto a distanza, dai balconi delle case romane. La capitale ha inoltre deciso di 
commemorare la sua vita con una serie di murales in giro per la capitale, dal centro città 
alla periferia, con il volto ghignante di Proietti e i personaggi che ha immortalato sul palco 
e sullo schermo.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Question 3  (16 marks)

L’Italian Club, di cui sei membro/a, ha organizzato una serata speciale dedicata a Gigi Proietti e 
ti ha chiesto di parlare di questo artista. Facendo riferimento all’articolo che hai appena letto e 
usando parole tue, scrivi il testo di questa presentazione cercando di convincere il pubblico che 
Gigi era un grande artista. Includi:
● quattro modi in cui l’artista è stato onorato dopo la sua morte
● quattro successi di Gigi come artista.

The Italian Club, of which you are a member, has organised a special evening dedicated to Gigi 
Proietti and has asked you to talk about this artist. Referring to the article you have just read and 
using your own words, write the script of the speech in which you try to persuade the audience 
that Gigi was a great artist. Include:
● four ways in which the artist was honoured after his death
● four achievements of Gigi as an artist.

Write approximately 120 words in Italian.
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Text 4: David Attenborough: una vita sul nostro pianeta

Read this review and answer Question 4 in Italian.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Question 4  (16 marks)

Dopo aver letto la recensione di questo documentario ti sei trovato/a ad avere un’animata 
discussione con i tuoi amici. Facendo riferimento alle informazioni contenute nel testo, scrivi 
una pagina di diario in cui racconti i punti salienti della discussione e rifletti su come possiamo 
contribuire alla salvaguardia del pianeta. Assicurati di includere:
● quattro conseguenze dell’impatto umano sulla natura
● quattro azioni che possiamo intraprendere per salvaguardare il pianeta.

After reading the review of this documentary, you found yourself having an animated discussion 
with your friends. Referring to the information contained in the text, write a diary entry in which 
you recount the key points of the discussion and reflect on how each of us can contribute to the 
preservation of the planet. Include:
● four consequences of human impact on nature
● four actions each of us can take to save the planet.

Write approximately 150 words in Italian.
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Text 5: Settimana lavorativa di quattro giorni: le vostre opinioni

Read the following discussion forum and answer Question 5 in English.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document but may be 
viewed at the link listed on the acknowledgements page.
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Question 5  (15 marks)

Su un forum online hai letto questa discussione sulla settimana lavorativa di quattro giorni 
e decidi di riassumerla per la tua classe di economia. Facendo riferimento al testo, scrivi un 
riassunto in cui valuti:
● due considerazioni a favore della settimana lavorativa di quattro giorni
● due considerazioni correlate a sfavore della settimana lavorativa di quattro giorni

On an online forum you read this discussion about the four-day working week and you decide 
to summarise it for your Economics class. Referring to the text, write a summary in which you 
evaluate:
● two considerations in favour of the four-day working week
● two related considerations opposing the four-day working week.

Write approximately 100 words in English.

End of Section Two
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Section Three
Written communication  40% (16 Marks)

This section contains two questions. Answer one question in Italian on the following pages in 
approximately 300 words.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.

Question 6  (16 marks)

Hai letto di un’app che mette in contatto ristoratori e consumatori per ridurre lo spreco alimentare 
e che si sta diffondendo in molti paesi. Scrivi una lettera formale al gestore di un ristorante 
per convincerlo/a ad usare quest’app, fornendo esempi concreti di come gli sprechi alimentari 
verrebbero ridotti.

You have read about an app that connects restaurateurs and consumers to reduce food waste, 
and which is spreading in many countries. Write a formal letter to the manager of a restaurant to 
persuade them to use this app, giving concrete examples of how food waste would be reduced.

or

Question 7  (16 marks)

Per celebrare Dante Alighieri vorresti organizzare una serata in suo onore con lettura e 
spiegazione dei versi più significativi del ‘padre’ della lingua italiana. Scrivi una lettera formale 
al gestore di un ristorante per convincerlo/a a permetterti di organizzare questo evento di 
importanza culturale nel suo ristorante.

To celebrate Dante Alighieri, you would like to organise an evening with a reading and discussion 
of the most significant verses of the ‘father’ of the Italian language. Write a formal letter to the 
manager of a restaurant to persuade them to allow you to organise this culturally relevant event 
in their restaurant.

End of questions
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