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Structure of this paper

Section
Number of 
questions 
available

Number of 
questions to  
be answered

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes)

Marks 
available

Percentage 
of 

examination

Section One
Short answer–Unit 3
Egypt
Greece
Rome

5 4 40 24 25

Section Two
Source analysis–Unit 4
Egypt
Greece
Rome

3 2 40 20 25

Section Three
Essay–Units 3 and 4
Part A: Unit 3
Egypt
Greece
Rome

3 1 50 25 25

Part B: Unit 4
Egypt
Greece
Rome

3 1 50 25 25

Total 100

Instructions to candidates
1. The rules for the conduct of the Western Australian external examinations are detailed in

the Year 12 Information Handbook 2019. Sitting this examination implies that you agree
to abide by these rules.

2. Write your answers in this Question/Answer booklet.

3. Answer the questions according to the following instructions.
You must indicate your elective. All of the questions are grouped in electives.
Section One:  There are five questions. You must answer four questions.
Section Two:   There are three questions, each with a source(s). You must answer two

questions.
Section Three: This section has two parts.

Part A: Unit 3 contains three essay questions. Answer one question.
Part B: Unit 4 contains three essay questions. Answer one question.

4. You must be careful to confine your answers to the specific questions asked and follow
any instructions that are specific to a particular question.

5. Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at
the end of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer,
indicate at the original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.
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You are required to choose one of the following options, according to the elective you have 
studied in 2019.

Tick one of the boxes below to indicate your choice of elective.

Elective   Question Pages

Egypt 1–14 4–19

Greece 15–28 20–35

Rome 29–42 36–51

Now turn to the relevant pages and answer the questions for the elective you have studied.
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Question 1   (6 marks)

Describe the immediate aftermath of the Battle of Megiddo and give two examples of the 
subsequent Egyptian actions.

Section One: Short answer – Unit 3 25% (24 Marks)

New Kingdom Egypt to the death of Horemheb

There are five questions. You must answer four questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.
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Question 2   (6 marks)

Identify and explain the economic impact of the growth of empire on the Egyptian state in 
Dynasty 18.
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Question 3   (6 marks)

Outline the organisation, composition and weaponry of the Egyptian military in Dynasty 18.
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Question 4   (6 marks)

Explain the concept of maat and the importance of its role in the successful functioning of the 
Egyptian state.
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Question 5   (6 marks)

Describe three ways in which Egypt used diplomatic means to control the empire during 
Dynasty 18.
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Section Two: Source analysis – Unit 4 25% (20 Marks)

Thebes – East and West, New Kingdom Egypt

There are three questions. You must answer two questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.
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Thebes – East and West, New Kingdom Egypt

Source 1

The Wilbour Plaque in the Brooklyn Museum, New York,  portrays Akhenaten on the left and 
Nefertiti on the right. It was a sample that hung on the wall of a workshop for craftsmen and 
artists so that they could be sure to represent the two royal figures in the correct manner.

Question 6  (10 marks)

To what extent does this source offer useful and reliable information about the health and 
appearance of Akhenaten and Nefertiti?

In your answer you should:
● outline the historical context of the Amarna royal family
● offer reasons for the artistic interpretation of Akhenaten and Nefertiti in the source
● include references to other evidence, ancient and modern, regarding the health and 

appearance of Akhenaten and Nefertiti.
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Source 2

The Ramesseum. The mortuary temple of Rameses II Dynasty 19. Storerooms for 
agricultural produce at the Ramesseum.

Question 7  (10 marks)

Using your knowledge of the reliefs, statues and buildings that make up the Ramesseum, 
examine the reasons why it can be considered a key source for the period of study.



See next page

EGYPT 13 ANCIENT HISTORY



See next page

ANCIENT HISTORY 14 EGYPT

Source 3 (a)

Source 3 (b)

Question 8  (10 marks)

Assess the extent to which the sources reflect the afterlife beliefs and practices of the period of 
study.

In your answer you should: 
● outline the historical context of the sources
● explain the connection of the sources to afterlife beliefs and practices
● include references to other evidence from burials.

A mirror from the tomb of the three minor wives of 
Tuthmosis III on the west bank at Thebes. It is made 
from gold foil, glass, Egyptian alabaster, obsidian and 
porphyritic diorite. The face is that of the goddess Hathor. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 2014. 

Drinking vessels and cosmetic jars from the 
tomb of the three minor wives of Tuthmosis III 
on the west bank at Thebes. They are 
made from gold foil, silver, glass, Egyptian 
alabaster, obsidian and porphyritic diorite. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 2014.  
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Section Three: Essay 50% (50 Marks)

This section has two parts. 

Part A: Unit 3  25% (25 marks)
There are three questions. You must answer one question. 

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Part B: Unit 4  25% (25 marks)
There are three questions. You must answer one question. 

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.
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Part A: Unit 3  25% (25 marks)

New Kingdom Egypt to the death of Horemheb

There are three questions. You must answer one question. Pages for writing your answers are 
included from page 52.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Question 9  (25 marks)

Outline the political and military circumstances in Egypt during the transition from Dynasty 17 to 
Dynasty 18 and assess the evidence for royal women holding positions of power at this time.

Question 10  (25 marks)

With reference to information in the Restoration Stele of Tutankhamun and in Horemheb’s Edict 
of Reform, examine the situation in Egypt at the end of the Amarna period and explain the 
changes that had taken place by the end of Dynasty 18. 

Question 11  (25 marks)

Select one of the following individuals: Ahmose I, Hatshepsut, Tuthmosis III, Amenhotep III 
or Akhenaten. Examine the methods used by this individual to achieve his or her aims and 
comment on his or her legacy.



EGYPT 19 ANCIENT HISTORY

End of questions: Egypt

Part B: Unit 4  25% (25 marks)

Thebes – East and West, New Kingdom Egypt

There are three questions. You must answer one question. Pages for writing your answers are 
included from page 52.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Question 12  (25 marks)

Assess the significance of tomb paintings and reliefs as a source of information on New 
Kingdom Egypt, making reference to one or more elite tombs that you have studied (such as 
Rekhmire, Menna and/or Ramose). 

Question 13  (25 marks)

Examine the work carried out on Theban sites by one of the institutions or individuals you 
have studied and evaluate the extent to which the work has increased our knowledge and 
understanding of the period. 

(The work might include one or more of the following: surveys, excavation, epigraphic recording, 
research, scientific analysis, site protection, conservation, restoration and/or reconstruction.) 

Question 14  (25 marks)

Discuss the reasons for the strikes by the Deir el Medina workers, examine the workers’ actions 
and the extent to which their demands were met.
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Section One: Short answer – Unit 3 25% (24 Marks)

Athens 481–440 BC

There are five questions. You must answer four questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.

Question 15   (6 marks)

Outline the agreements that were made by league members at the Congress at the Isthmus in 
481 BC when the Hellenic League was formed. 
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Question 16   (6 marks)

Explain the process of ostracism and comment on its importance. Give an example.
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Question 17   (6 marks)

Outline the reasons given by Thucydides for Athenian leadership of the Delian League.
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Question 18   (6 marks)

Explain the significance of the Battle of Eurymedon in 468 BC to Athens, the allies and to Sparta.
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Question 19   (6 marks)

Describe two economic methods of control used by Athens to 445 BC.
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Section Two: Source analysis – Unit 4 25% (20 Marks)

Athens, Sparta and the Peloponnesian War 440–404 BC

There are three questions. You must answer two questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.
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Athens, Sparta and the Peloponnesian War 440–404 BC

Source 1

But Nicias, although learning of his [Gylippus] coming, despised the small number of his 
ships … and having considered him to be acting more like a pirate he [Nicias] took no 
precautions as yet against him.

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 2.65.
(Thucydides: c.460–395 BC; Athenian general and historian.)

Question 20  (10 marks)

Outline the historical context of this source and explain how useful it is for an understanding 
of the reasons for the success of Gylippus against the Athenians in the Sicilian Expeditions of 
415–413 BC.

In your answer you should:
● outline the historical context of the source
● assess Thucydides’ representation of Nicias and Gylippus in the source 
● consider other evidence and/or reasons for the success of Gylippus against the Athenians in 

the Sicilian Expeditions.
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Source 2

[In] regard to the facts of the case, [you] will see that the term ‘peace’ can hardly be applied 
to a state of things in which neither party gave back or received all the places stipulated1; 
moreover in the Mantinean and Epidaurian wars and in other matters there were violations 
of the treaty on both sides ...

Thucydides 5.26
1 stipulated – demanded 

Question 21  (10 marks)

Using your knowledge of the period, evaluate the validity of Thucydides’ assessment of the 
Peace of Nicias.
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Source 3

Then they voted on the eight generals who had taken part in the naval action [at Arginusae] 
and found them guilty. The six who were in Athens were put to death. Quite soon afterwards 
the Athenians had regretted what they had done …

Xenophon Hellenica 1.7.34–35

Question 22  (10 marks)

Assess how this source helps us understand why Athens lost the Ionian War.

In your answer you should:
● identify the historical context of events described
● explain Xenophon’s perspective
● include references to other evidence and/or examples of Athens’ actions in the war.
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Section Three: Essay 50% (50 Marks)

This section has two parts. 

Part A: Unit 3  25% (25 marks)
There are three questions. You must answer one question. 

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Part B: Unit 4  25% (25 marks)
There are three questions. You must answer one question. 

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.
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Part A: Unit 3  25% (25 marks)

Athens 481–440 BC

There are three questions. You must answer one question. Pages for writing your answers are 
included from page 52.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Question 23  (25 marks)

Analyse the consequences of the Battles of Thermopylae, Salamis and Plataea for Sparta, 
Athens and for others.

Question 24  (25 marks)

Explain the democratic reforms of Ephialtes and Pericles and examine the impact of these 
reforms on Athens and its people.

Question 25  (25 marks)

Select one of the following individuals: Xerxes, Pausanias, Themistocles, Cimon, or Pericles. 
Examine the methods used by this individual to achieve his aims and comment on his legacy.
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End of questions: Greece

Part B: Unit 4  25% (25 marks)

Athens, Sparta and the Peloponnesian War 440–404 BC

There are three questions. You must answer one question. Pages for writing your answers are 
included from page 52.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Question 26  (25 marks)

Discuss the nature of Thucydides’ text, commenting specifically on his research methods, use of 
speeches, and the extent to which he can be regarded as a ‘scientific historian’.

Question 27  (25 marks)

Evaluate the importance of the Megarian decree compared to Thucydides’ theory of prophasis 
as a cause of the Peloponnesian War. 

Question 28  (25 marks)

Outline the key events at Pylos and Sphacteria (425 BC) and of Brasidas’ Thracian campaign 
(424–422 BC) and evaluate their impact on the Archidamian War (431–421 BC).
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Section One: Short answer – Unit 3 25% (24 Marks)

Rome 133–63 BC

There are five questions. You must answer four questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.

Question 29  (6 marks)

Identify two reforms introduced by Gaius Gracchus and explain their significance.
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Question 30   (6 marks)

Explain the political measure, the Senatus Consultum Ultimum, using an example from the 
period 133–63 BC.
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Question 31  (6 marks)

Identify two of Marius’ army reforms and explain their significance.
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Question 32  (6 marks)

Outline the reasons for Sulla’s ‘Second March on Rome’ and comment on its consequences.
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Question 33   (6 marks)

Outline how Cicero was able to attain the consulship.
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Section Two: Source analysis – Unit 4 25% (20 Marks)

Rome 63 BC–AD 14

There are three questions. You must answer two questions. Write your answers in the spaces 
provided.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 40 minutes.
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Rome 63 BC–AD 14

Source 1

But the most open and deadly hatred towards him was produced by his passion for the 
royal power1. For the multitude2 this was a first cause of hatred, and for those who had long 
smothered their hate, a most specious pretext3 for it.

Plutarch Caesar 60.1 
1 royal power – kingship 
2 multitude – common people 
3 specious pretext – false excuse

Question 34  (10 marks)

Using your knowledge of your period of study, evaluate the contribution of the source to our 
understanding of the assassination of Caesar. 
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Source 2

The east wall of Augustus’ Ara Pacis. Like many other figures of feminine fertility and 
abundance, the central figure is seated amid abundant vegetation. She is flanked by two 
companion figures on the right and left who, with billowing veils, are seated on a sea 
creature and a swan or goose. A cow and a sheep are at the feet of the central figure. The 
image draws on that of Mother Earth, Venus, Ceres, or possibly even Pax herself.

Question 35  (10 marks)

With reference to the source and to your knowledge of the period of study, assess the reliability 
of the images and representations on Augustus’ Ara Pacis. 

In your answer you should:
● explain the imagery/representations depicted in the source
● make reference to the context of the Ara Pacis, other evidence and/or examples of Augustus’ 

actions and/or policies during the period of study.
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Source 3

In addition to these remarkable privileges they named him [Caesar] father of his country, 
stamped this title on the coinage, voted to celebrate his birthday by public sacrifice, 
ordered that he should have a statue in the cities and in all the temples of Rome, and they 
set up two also on the rostra, one representing him as the saviour of the citizens and the 
other as the deliverer of the city from siege, and wearing the crowns customary for such 
achievements. They also resolved to build a temple of Concordia Nova, on the ground that 
it was through his efforts that they enjoyed peace, and to celebrate an annual festival in her 
honour.

Cassius Dio 44.4-5

Question 36  (10 marks)

Referring to the source and to your knowledge of your period of study, evaluate the extent to 
which Caesar’s honours and titles reflect his power and influence. 

In your answer you should:
● outline the relevant historical context 
● explain the representation of Caesar’s power and influence in the source 
● make reference to other evidence and/or examples of Caesar’s honours, titles and powers.
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Section Three: Essay 50% (50 Marks)

This section has two parts. 

Part A: Unit 3  25% (25 marks)
There are three questions. You must answer one question. 

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Part B: Unit 4  25% (25 marks)
There are three questions. You must answer one question. 

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.
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Part A: Unit 3  25% (25 marks)

Rome 133–63 BC

There are three questions. You must answer one question. Pages for writing your answers are 
included from page 52.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Question 37  (25 marks)

Discuss the challenge which the reforms of the Gracchi posed to the power and authority of the 
Senate.

Question 38  (25 marks)

Assess the role and impact of violence in Roman politics in the period 133–63 BC.

Question 39  (25 marks)

Select one of the following individuals: Tiberius Gracchus, Gaius Gracchus, Marius, Sulla, or 
Pompey. Examine the methods used by this individual to achieve his aims and comment on his 
legacy.
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End of questions: Rome

Part B: Unit 4  25% (25 marks)

Rome 63 BC–AD 14

There are three questions. You must answer one question. Pages for writing your answers are 
included from page 52.

Supplementary pages for planning/continuing your answers to questions are provided at the end 
of this Question/Answer booklet. If you use these pages to continue an answer, indicate at the 
original answer where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number.

Suggested working time: 50 minutes.

Question 40  (25 marks)

Analyse the reasons for the breakdown of the First Triumvirate.

Question 41  (25 marks)

Outline the ‘Second Settlement of Augustus’ (23 BC) and analyse the extent to which it 
consolidated his authority.

Question 42  (25 marks)

Evaluate the contribution which archaeological and written sources have made to our 
understanding of Augustus’ political motivation.
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