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SOURCE 1

(EXTRACT FROM GANDHI’S CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT 1942—-1944.)

The accumulated experience of the past thirty years fills me with the greatest hope that in the adoption
of nonviolence lies the future of India and the world. It is the most harmless and yet equally effective
way of dealing with the political and economic wrongs of the downtrodden portion of humanity. | have
known from early youth that nonviolence is not a cloistered’ virtue to be practised by the individual for
his peace and final salvation, but it is a rule of conduct for society if it is to live consistently with human
dignity and make progress towards the attainment of peace for which it has been yearning for ages past.

1. cloistered secluded, private

SOURCE 2

(Free India by LG lllingworth published in the Daily Mail May 23 1947. On May 23 1947, the British
cabinet took the step of agreeing to Lord Louis Mountbatten's proposal for the partition of India into two
states, one Moslem and the other Hindu.)

On 23 May 1947 the Daily Mail newspaper in London published a cartoon by L G lllingworth depicting the
violence which would be provoked by the decision to partition India. Gandhi is shown in the middle apparently
unaware of the civil unrest and violence around him. For copyright reasons the cartoon cannot be reproduced
in the online version of this document, but may be viewed on the Google images website by entering the
search terms LG lllingworth Free India.

Modern History | General | Externally set task Source Booklet | India 1919-1948 | Sample 2016




SOURCE 3

(Aftermath of communal rioting during the Partition of India 1947)
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SOURCE 4

(The National Archives [UK] has recorded the narratives of four Panjabi elders uprooted from their
homeland during the Partition of British India in 1947. At least 18 million people were uprooted and one
million died in the mass migration that followed. This is an extract from one of their stories.)

My name is Tilak Raj Betab. | was born in Lahore and was the tenth of my brothers and sisters. I lived in
quite a big house, five Muslim houses were around us and one Hindu and one Sikh house. Our street
was between the Shah Almi Gate and the Lahori Gate. It was the place where the riots started.

We were living in our house at the time of the first disturbances... There were certain people who
wanted to make sure the rioting continued.

The first incident in Lahore was pre-planned for when a Hindu procession was going on. Some
ringleaders/troublemakers organised that there will be an attack at a certain point. There was a
procession around our area which was Chowk Mati. There were a lot of butchers there. They started
stabbing and there was brick throwing from the rooftops.

| felt furious when | saw somebody carrying the dead bodies right in front of our house from the Chowk
Mati area because by that time, the police had arrived. There was one man; he was carrying one body at
a time. There were 12-14 people killed at that time by stabbing.
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