Summary report of the 2016 ATAR course examination:

Health Studies
Year
2016

Number who sat
580

Number of absentees
10

Examination score distribution

Summary
The examination was attempted by 580 candidates and had a whole of paper mean of
60.55%. This indicates the paper was at the appropriate level of difficulty, was discriminatory
and produced scores ranging from 9% to 90%.
The examination consisted of three sections. Candidates were required to answer all of
Sections One and Two and choose two from four questions in Section Three.
Section means were:
Section One: Multiple-choice
Section Two: Short answer
Section Three: Extended answer

Mean 15.2(/20)
Mean 29.86(/50)
Mean 15.61(/30)

Max 20.00
Max 46.50
Max 29.00

Min 7.00
Min 1.00
Min 0.00

General comments
The mean of 60.55% was higher than last year’s mean of 56.23%. The paper aligned closely
to the syllabus. On the whole, candidates were able to complete the paper in the time
provided, notwithstanding a small number of candidates who did not attempt some questions
(which is not unusual).
Advice for candidates
 Read all questions in full. In particular, read all parts of extended answer questions
before choosing which questions to answer.
 Use examples to illustrate or exemplify points.
 Consider using dot points or start a new line to answer each part of the question (in the
case of being asked to provide ‘a number’ of things, e.g. Provide three reasons). Use
clear sentences and write concisely. Get to the point of the answer – don’t waffle or use
extra words that will not acquire marks.
 Make direct links between the question and the syllabus content. Use the syllabus as a
primary revision tool. Anticipate questions that could be included in the examination as
part of your revision program.
 Carefully read any scenarios or lead in statements to questions and refer to these where
appropriate, in responses.
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Advice for teachers
 Ensure all areas of the syllabus content are included in teaching and learning programs.
Address all areas with sufficient interrogation, including pre-empting possible
examination questions.
 Do not rely solely on text books, nor assume they correctly interpret syllabus content.
Use primary sources of information where possible (e.g. Role and functions of the world
health organisation – refer to the WHO official website).
 Incorporate current public health issues in teaching and learning programs to support
student learning.
 Use previous examinations as part of revision programs.

Comments on specific sections and questions
Section One: Multiple-choice
Attempted by 580 candidates

Mean 15.21(/20)

Max 20.00

Min 7.00

Multiple choice items generally worked well, however attracted a relatively high mean
(76.05%). The most difficult questions were 11, 13 and 17 which focused on content related
to health promotion advocacy, needs and the role and function of the World Health
Organisation. The easiest questions were numbers 16, 18 and 4 which focused on content
related to epidemiology, health literacy and the characteristics and needs of specific groups.
Section Two: Short answer
Attempted by 580 candidates

Mean 29.86(/50)

Max 46.50

Min 1.00

The short answer items worked well generally and the range of marks was between 1 and
46.50 (out of a possible total of 50). The most difficult questions in this section were 21 and
24.
Section Three: Extended answer
Attempted by 575 candidates
Mean 15.61(/30)
Max 29.00
Min 0.00
This section had the lowest mean for all sections. The most popular question was question 29,
followed by questions 30, 28 and 27. Question 27 was the least popular with approximately
16% of candidates choosing it.
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