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Sample course outline 
Modern History – ATAR Year 11 
Unit 2 – Elective 4 – The civil rights movement in the USA 

This outline is based on the elective: the civil rights movement in the USA 

Week Key teaching points 

1 

The Historical Skills are intrinsic to the teaching of this Unit. 

The impact of the following forces should be considered, where appropriate, throughout 
the unit: economic, external activity/international relations, ideas, leadership, political, 
social/cultural. 

The circumstances of African Americans in the USA at the turn of the 20th century 
including: 
• the legacy of the Civil War 
• the limitation of voting rights 
• the extent of segregation 
• the various forms of discrimination. 

2–4 

The formation and role of groups supporting civil rights and their ideas for change, for 
example: 
• the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured Peoples (NAACP) in 1909 
• the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in 1941. 

The significance of key events in bringing about social and political change including: 
• the role of African Americans in World War II. 

The attitudes of presidents, for example, Franklin D Roosevelt. 

5–6 

The formation and role of groups supporting civil rights and their ideas for change, for 
example: 
• the Regional Council of Negro Leadership (RCNL) in 1951 
• the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957. 

The significance of legislative change nationally including:  
• the United States Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954). 

7–10 

The methods employed by civil rights movements in the USA (in the 1950s), including: 
• local and national boycotts  
• direct action 
• political agitation (for example, voter registration). 

The significance of key events in bringing about social and political change, including: 
• the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
• the desegregation of Little Rock High School. 

The role and significance of individuals in the struggle for civil rights, for example: 
• Rosa Parks 
• Medgar Evers. 

The nature and extent of the opposition to civil rights, with particular reference to: 
• the role of State governments and police authorities 
• the Ku Klux Klan 
• White Citizens’ Council. 

11–14 

The significance of key events in bringing about social and political change, including: 
• the Freedom Rides 
• the March on Washington 
• the ‘Mississippi Freedom Summer’ of 1964. 
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Week Key teaching points 

The methods employed by civil rights movements in the USA (in the 1960s), including: 
• local and national boycotts  
• direct action 
• political agitation (for example, voter registration). 

The role and significance of individuals in the struggle for civil rights, for example: 
• Martin Luther King Jr 
• Stokely Carmichael 
• Malcolm X 
• Robert Kennedy. 

The nature and extent of the opposition to civil rights, with particular reference to: 
• the role of State governments and police authorities 
• the Ku Klux Klan. 

The formation and role of groups supporting civil rights and their ideas for change, for 
example: 
• the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee in 1960 
• the Black Panthers (1960s–1970s). 

The attitudes of presidents; for example John F Kennedy and Lyndon B Johnson. 

The significance of legislative change nationally, including:  
• The Civil Rights Act 1964. 

15 The influence of the USA civil rights movement beyond the USA, including Australia. 

16 Examination  

  



3 
 

Sample course outline | Modern History | ATAR Year 11 

Historical Skills 

The following skills will be developed during this unit. 

Chronology, terms and concepts 
• identify links between events to understand the nature and significance of causation, continuity 

and change over time 
• use historical terms and concepts in appropriate contexts to demonstrate historical knowledge 

and understanding 

Historical questions and research 
• formulate, test and modify propositions to investigate historical issues 
• frame questions to guide inquiry and develop a coherent research plan for inquiry 
• identify, locate and organise relevant information from a range of primary and secondary sources 
• practise ethical scholarship when conducting research 

Analysis and use of sources 
• identify the origin, purpose and context of historical sources 
• analyse, interpret and synthesise evidence from different types of sources to develop and sustain 

an historical argument 
• evaluate the reliability, usefulness and contestable nature of sources to develop informed 

judgements that support an historical argument 

Perspectives and interpretations 
• analyse and account for the different perspectives of individuals and groups in the past 
• evaluate critically different historical interpretations of the past, how they evolved, and how they 

are shaped by the historian’s perspective 
• evaluate contested views about the past to understand the provisional nature of historical 

knowledge and to arrive at reasoned and supported conclusions 

Explanation and communication 
• develop texts that integrate appropriate evidence from a range of sources to explain the past and 

to support and refute arguments 
• communicate historical understanding by selecting and using text forms appropriate to the 

purpose and audience 
• apply appropriate referencing techniques accurately and consistently 
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