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Sample course outline

Japanese: Background Language — ATAR Year 11
Semester 1

Week Key teaching points

Introduction
Overview of the Japanese: Background Language course and assessment requirements.

Issue
Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the following issue:

Young people and their relationships. Students consider their relationships with family, their
connections with friends and the influence of international popular youth culture on young
people.

Perspectives
Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the issue ‘Young people and their

relationships’ through the following perspectives:

e  Personal: Individual identity

e Community: Connections with Japanese-speaking communities locally, regionally and
worldwide

e  Global: Connections with the world as a global citizen.

Text and text types

Provide opportunities for students to analyse and evaluate texts from linguistic perspectives and

cultural perspectives, consider the relationships between linguistic and cultural perspectives,

and create a range of texts of the following text types: article, conversation, description, journal
1-7 entry, personal profile, recount, song.

Linguistic resources

Provide opportunities for students to:

e exchange information and experiences relating to an issue by presenting information to the
class on a popular youth culture phenomenon

e identify information in texts by
= summarising key ideas
= presenting a general overview of the ideas

e apply their linguistic knowledge and understanding to locate information in a range of texts
by applying a range of strategies including the use of dictionaries to determine the meaning
of unknown words/kanji

e recognise key information in arguments and texts by
= summarising information from articles relating to one of the issues
=  comparing and contrasting aspects of texts on similar topics and integrating these ideas

into a cohesive response

e manipulate Japanese to build vocabulary and check grammar
= applying knowledge of the conventions of the writing system
= using sequencing strategies to develop ideas coherently and logically
= adapting linguistic features to compose an effective persuasive text

e compose texts for different contexts, purposes and audiences by varying the structure and
format of texts.
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Grammar
Students become familiar with, recognise and use the following grammatical items in
conjunction with the content of the syllabuses:

Plain forms

Polite forms

~ T form

= ~7T

m ~THLEED

= ~THWVET

s ~THHFET

Finite form

*  Finiteform+% 9 TJ

*  Finiteform+2% Y T

= Finite form+ 1§,/ [,/ ®if

"  Finiteform+ &SV ET

*  Finite form+ & BV E 9

*  Finiteform+ & B o TWET
~F 7 base

» Base+72&\

* Baset+72U\\T9

» Baset+7mWWE o TUWVET
~2%,/~5i5 Potential form
» ~2D5/~b6ND

Imperative forms

. ~2/5

*  Finite form+ 73
Particles

LI e

. N
Conjunctions (follow non-final verbs)
. N

L)

= DT

Affixes

= suffix H9.

Intercultural understandings
Provide opportunities for students to further their linguistic and intercultural competence and
reflect on the ways in which culture influences communication, such as:

the role of family and friends in the Japanese-speaking communities and in the wider
Australian community

individual identity within the family and friendship groups

family expectations

the nature of language, culture and identity.

Language learning and communication strategies
Provide opportunities for students to practise the following strategies through the issues and
perspectives:

maintaining conversation and organising spoken discourse

manipulating Japanese to communicate ideas and information effectively
using textual cues and understanding of text structure to interpret meaning
summarising and synthesising information and ideas from texts.
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Week

8-15

Key teaching points

Dictionaries
Develop strategies to facilitate use of monolingual and bilingual dictionaries.

Assessment Task 1: Interacting in Japanese

Issue
Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the following issue:

Traditions and values in contemporary society. Students consider how the traditions and values
of Japanese-speaking communities are maintained in multicultural environments and in a
changing society.

Perspectives
Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the issue ‘Traditions and values in

contemporary society’ through the following perspectives:

e  Personal: Individual identity

e Community: Connections with Japanese-speaking communities locally, regionally and
worldwide

e  Global: Connections with the world as a global citizen.

Text and text types

Provides opportunities for students to analyse and evaluate texts from linguistic perspectives
and cultural perspectives, consider the relationships between linguistic and cultural perspectives
and create a range of texts of the following text types:

announcement, article, blog posting, film or TV program (excerpts), poem, short story.

Linguistic resources

Provide opportunities for students to:

e exchange information and experiences relating to an issue by
=  sustaining interactions by asking for and providing details on a variety of significant

events, milestones and special occasions

= describing how a Japanese cultural tradition is celebrated in Australia

e communicate in a range of contexts for specific purposes and audiences by debating a topic
relating to one of the issues from a youth podcast

e apply their linguistic knowledge and understanding to locate information in a range of texts
by using textual cues and the understanding of text structure to interpret meaning

e Identify ideas, tone, points of view, values, attitudes and emotions from features of
language in texts by
= explaining how language devices are used in a text to evoke emotions
=  comparing the way in which ideas and values are represented in texts

e respond personally or critically to texts or groups of texts by evaluating three texts from
both a personal and a critical point of view to determine an order of success and justifying
the decision

e understand the ways in which diverse texts can represent aspects of culture and notions of
identity by
= identifying cultural references or bias in texts
= analysing the ways in which language and texts reflect and influence values and

attitudes

o reflect on own and others’ values, beliefs, practices and ideas expressed in texts by
reflecting on and discussing diverse ideas, viewpoints and practices to deepen
understanding of self and others

e manipulate Japanese to communicate effectively by
= using resources to build vocabulary and check grammar
= applying a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures

e understand how texts are structured by
= applying the principles of text structure when composing coherent and logical texts
= analysing the structure of a text
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Week Key teaching points

e compose texts for different contexts, purposes and audiences by
= adapting a fairytale or myth for a chosen audience and commenting on the nature of
any shift in the values represented
=  structuring a set of ideas to create an effective argument
= reworking an article for a primary school audience
=  using ICT to adapt a text.

Grammar
Students become familiar with, recognise and use the following grammatical items in
conjunction with the content of the syllabuses:
e ~7form
s ~THLFENET
. ~THEFWTEREA
» ~THHVNTT
- ~THb
. ~TH+ND
e  Finite form
*  Finiteform+ &
*  Finiteform+22H LILEHE A
=  Finiteform+TCTL kX 9
*  Finite form+72%
e ~%7 base
»  Baset+7-
= Base+iZ<WTT
* Baset+°T VT
= Baset+I(Z
* Baset+7R2MN 5
o ~F95 /X9 Volitional form
» ~BO L+ ERD
e Negation
= TlERWY
= ~OTE7eWn
e  Particles

= D
n L:
. ~

. L
= DI
o Affixes
= suffix &
= suffix k.

Intercultural understandings

Provide opportunities for students to further their linguistic and intercultural competence and
reflect on the ways in which culture influences communication, such as:

e  core values of Japanese culture

e role of community in Japanese culture

e traditions and celebrations in Japan

e adoption of Japanese celebrations and festivals in western communities.
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Week

16

Key teaching points

Language learning and communication strategies
Provide opportunities for students to practise the following strategies through the issues and
perspectives:

organising and structuring text and developing ideas coherently and logically
manipulating Japanese to communicate effectively in a range of contexts

analysing the way culture and identity are expressed through language

varying vocabulary and grammatical structures for emphasis and interest

interpreting social situations and applying knowledge of sociolinguistic conventions to
select appropriate language.

Dictionaries
Develop strategies to facilitate use of monolingual and bilingual dictionaries.

Assessment Task 2: Processing and responding

Assessment Task 3: Composing texts in Japanese

Assessment Task 4 (a): Practical (oral) examination

Assessment Task 4 (b): Written examination
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Sample course outline

Japanese: Background Language — ATAR Year 11

Semester 2

Week

1-10

Key teaching points

Issue

Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the following issue:

The nature of work. Students consider the opportunities afforded bilingual students in
Australian and Japanese contexts, and how advances in communication technologies and
changes in expectations and aspirations affect future study and employment.

Perspectives

Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the issue ‘The nature of work’ through

the following perspectives:

e Personal: Individual identity

e Community: Connections with Japanese-speaking communities locally, regionally and
worldwide

e Global: Connections with the world as a global citizen.

Text and text types

Provides opportunities for students to analyse and evaluate texts from linguistic perspectives
and cultural perspectives, consider the relationships between linguistic and cultural
perspectives and create a range of texts of the following text types: advertisement,
application, interview, letter, novel or play (extracts), report.

Linguistic resources
Provide opportunities for students to:
e identify information in texts by responding to questions relating to the content of a text
e recognise key information in arguments and texts by identifying the main points in an
argument for the purposes of rebuttal
e use information and ideas from texts to create new textual forms by
=  synthesising information from multiple sources to compose meaningful and
purposeful texts
= responding to information in a range of stimulus texts to complete a task, address
an issue or solve a problem
e identify ideas, tone, points of view, values, attitudes and emotions from features of
language in texts by identifying the tone of a text and explaining how this is achieved
e reflect on own and others’ values, beliefs, practices and ideas expressed in texts by
understanding the use of authentic language, such as idioms and colloquialism.

Grammar
Students become familiar with, recognise and use the following grammatical items in
conjunction with the content of the syllabuses:
e ~7C form and verbs of giving and receiving
v ~THLSEENET
= ~THINET
s ~CHbIFET
» ~THHEDLWVET
. ~THWEEEET
e  Finite form
*  Finite form+% 7"
*  Finite form+&
*  Finite form+ X 9 {2
*  Finite form+ 5 L\
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Week Key teaching points

Noun—+ & L\
Adjective+ 5 L\
= Finite form+&72\
Noun—+ 721>
" Finite form+ X 9 T
Noun+®» X 5 T9
e ~F 7 base
= Baset+%9H TY
e Negation
» ~DTTIERY ~RENE SN
= T LHE~RN

e  Particles

. &
= T
. L
- %
n o)
LIS
e Nominalisers
= ]
= Tk,

Intercultural understandings

Provide opportunities for students to further their linguistic and intercultural competence

and reflect on the ways in which culture influences communication, such as:

e the role of technology in education and the workforce

e how changes in expectations and aspirations affect future study and employment

e status of different jobs and professions — Japanese versus western perspectives (including
changes in what Japanese consider the ‘ideal’ professions).

Language learning and communication strategies

Provide opportunities for students to practise the following strategies through the issues and
perspectives:

e organising and structuring text and developing ideas coherently and logically

e manipulating Japanese to communicate effectively in a range of contexts

e analysing the way culture and identity are expressed through language

e analysing ways in which language and texts reflect and influence values and behaviours
e varying vocabulary and grammatical structures for emphasis and interest

e varying the structure and format of texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience
e summarising and synthesising information from a variety of texts.

Dictionaries
Develop strategies to facilitate use of monolingual and bilingual dictionaries.

Assessment Task 5: Interacting in Japanese
Assessment Task 6: Processing and responding

Issue

Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the following issue:

The individual as a global citizen. Students consider the notion of ‘global citizen’ and how this
concept affects notions of environment, migration and technology, and the impact of global
events and trends on the individual in Australia and elsewhere.
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Week Key teaching points

Perspectives

Provide opportunities for learning and assessment on the issue ‘The individual as a global

citizen’ through the following perspectives:

e Personal: Individual identity

e Community: Connections with Japanese-speaking communities locally, regionally and
worldwide

e  Global: Connections with the world as a global citizen.

Text and text types

Provides opportunities for students to analyse and evaluate texts from linguistic perspectives
and cultural perspectives, consider the relationships between linguistic and cultural
perspectives and create a range of texts of the following text types: article, blog post,
conversation.

Linguistic resources

Provide opportunities for students to:

e express personal views, and justify and reflect on ideas and opinions relating to an issue
by reflecting on opinions and ideas in a text relating to an issue from a radio broadcast

e understand how texts are structured by understanding how context and audience affect
language choice.

Grammar

Students become familiar with, recognise and use the following grammatical items in
conjunction with the content of the syllabus:

o o, ~TbH, ~7=V forms

11-15
. ~EHIEI BN TT
- R ILBBYET
" ~7+%T
. ~7ZD~7=Y
. ~Tebh.
Intercultural understandings
Provide opportunities for students to further their linguistic and intercultural competence
and reflect on the ways in which culture influences communication, such as:
e the impact of globalisation on Japan and its environment
e how technology plays a role in the notion of ‘global citizen’
e the impact of globalisation on migration and labour movement.
Language learning and communication strategies
Provide opportunities for students to practise the following strategies through the issues and
perspectives:
e organising and structuring text and developing ideas coherently and logically
e manipulating Japanese to communicate effectively in a range of contexts
e varying vocabulary and grammatical structures for emphasis and interest
e maintaining communication, e.g. asking for clarification or additional information.
Dictionaries
Develop strategies to facilitate use of monolingual and bilingual dictionaries.
Assessment Task 7: Composing texts in Japanese
Assessment Task 8 (a): Practical (oral) examination
16

Assessment Task 8 (b): Written examination
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