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Background

As part of the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) Refreshment to investigate the
assessment and reporting of the general capabilities on the Western Australian Statement of Student
Achievement (WASSA), the Authority has updated the statements about the general capabilities in
each syllabus.

The Authority has mapped the general capabilities through the unit content and assessment types for
each of the WACE courses. Students will have the opportunity to develop the general capabilities
identified in the course through the teaching, learning and assessment programs. These general
capabilities will be reflected on the WASSA.

Important information

WACE Refreshment: Investigating the assessment and reporting of the general capabilities on the Western
Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA)
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Representation of the general capabilities

The general capabilities encompass the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that will support
students to live and work successfully now and into the future. Teachers should find opportunities to
incorporate the following capabilities into the teaching and learning program for the Mathematics
Specialist ATAR course. The general capabilities are not assessed unless they are identified within the
specified unit content.

Critical and creative thinking

Students identify and clarify information from a range of sources, including visual information and
digital sources. They identify the relevant aspects of a concept or problem, understanding that a single
mathematical process can be used in seemingly different situations and that approaches may change
depending on the context or nature of the problem. Students draw conclusions and make choices
when completing tasks by connecting evidence from within and across the mathematical content to
provide reasons and evaluate arguments for choices made.

Digital literacy

Students use appropriate digital tools to support the development of mathematical understanding and
apply mathematical knowledge to a range of problems. They use technologies aligned with areas of
work they may be involved with, such as statistical and graphical analysis, generation of algorithms,
algebraic manipulation and complex calculations. Students use digital tools to make connections
between mathematical theory, practice and application.

Literacy

Students develop literacy skills and strategies that enable them to express, interpret and communicate
complex mathematical information, ideas and processes. Mathematics provides a specific and rich
context for students to develop their ability to read, write, visualise and talk about complex situations
involving a range of mathematical ideas. They apply and further develop their literacy skills and
strategies by shifting between verbal, graphical, numerical and symbolic forms of representing
problems to formulate, understand and solve problems and communicate results. Students learn to
communicate their findings in different ways, using multiple systems of representation to illustrate the
relationships they have observed or constructed.

Numeracy

Students who undertake this course are expected to have mastered all fundamental aspects of
numeracy before progressing to more advanced mathematical studies, where their numeracy skills are
further extended and applied in increasingly complex and specialised contexts.
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Addressing the other general capabilities

Although the following general capabilities have not been identified as a focus in the Mathematics
Specialist ATAR Year 12 syllabus, teachers may find opportunities to incorporate these capabilities into
the teaching and learning program.

e Ethical understanding
e Intercultural understanding
e Personal and social capability

Such opportunities may occur through the application of different contexts, pedagogical practices
and/or assessment strategies that relate to the syllabus as part of the teaching and learning program.

Summary representation of the general capabilities in the Mathematics
Specialist ATAR course

A representation of the general capabilities for the two years is summarised in the table below.

Year Course Course General capabilities
type CCcT DL EU W L N  PSC
Year 11 Mathematics Specialist (AEMAS) ATAR v v
Year 12 Mathematics Specialist (ATMAS) ATAR v v
Key

CCT: Critical and creative thinking, DL: Digital literacy, EU: Ethical understanding, IU: Intercultural
understanding, L: Literacy, N: Numeracy, PSC: Personal and social capability
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