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[bookmark: _Toc225332363]Introduction
From 1 January 2028, registered training organisations (RTOs) seeking to deliver Certificate IV qualifications, including Certificate IV accredited courses, that may be used to contribute as unit equivalence towards the achievement of a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) must obtain formal recognition from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (the Authority). The Authority is commencing the process for inclusion in 2026.
Recognition confirms that the RTO has met the requirements to deliver industry supported Certificate IV qualifications that are suitable for senior secondary students. 
During the transitional period (2026-2027), RTOs may continue to deliver Certificate IV qualifications to senior secondary students. However, for students completing Year 12 in 2028 and beyond, only those qualifications published on the Certificate IV Specified List available at https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/vet-credit-transfer can be used to contribute as unit equivalence towards the achievement of the WACE.
For students completing Year 12 from 2028 onwards, RTOs must submit a Certificate IV Recognition Application if they wish to:
continue delivering Certificate IV qualifications on the Certificate IV Specified List that contribute unit equivalence towards the WACE, and/or
seek recognition to add Certificate IV qualifications to the Certificate IV Specified List.
RTOs are encouraged to review their delivery arrangements ahead of 2028 to ensure sufficient time to transition to the new recognition requirement.
Further information regarding the specific criteria and the application process is provided in this document. Recognition under this application process does not supersede training industry regulatory requirements. Any RTOs having the scope to deliver an Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) level four qualification in Western Australia can apply for recognition.
RTOs must demonstrate how they will meet the requirements of cohorts of students at each school when completing this application form. 
All recognised Certificate IV qualifications successfully completed by Years 10, 11 or 12 students and reported to the Authority are listed on the student’s Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA) and contribute towards their WACE.
[bookmark: _Hlk136431432]For further information or assistance in completing this application form, email the Programs and Vocational Studies team at VETinfo@scsa.wa.edu.au.
Completed application form must be submitted to VETinfo@scsa.wa.edu.au by Monday, 10 August 2026.


[bookmark: _Toc225332364]Criteria for recognition of a Certificate IV qualification
All recognised RTOs and Certificate IV qualifications must meet the following criteria to be recognised by the Authority:
Industry Support
The RTO must seek industry support from the relevant Industry Training Council (ITC) for delivery of Certificate IV qualifications to secondary students that are identified ‘red’, ‘amber’ or not assigned a colour on the Vocational Education and Training Qualifications register for secondary students (VET Register) developed by the Department of Training and Workforce Development (DTWD).
Refer to the Register and the Training Package’s Companion Volume Implementation Guide (CVIG).
Applications for qualifications identified as ‘green’ are considered to have industry support and do not require further evidence of ITC support.
Suitable delivery plan for training and assessment
The delivery plan for the Certificate IV must include information on the following:
pre-requisites 
entry requirements 
licensing requirements 
student cohort
mandatory work placement requirements, if applicable
amount of training 
mode of delivery 
suitable delivery environment and resources 
learner needs
student wellness
demonstrated industry engagement.
quality assurance
personnel.
The Certificate IV qualification must not duplicate any WACE course or Authority-developed programs
The Authority will not recognise Certificate IV qualifications for the Certificate IV Specified List which duplicate WACE course context, rationale or learning outcomes.


[bookmark: _Toc259181712][bookmark: _Toc225332365]The Certificate IV recognition process
RTOs in partnership with a Western Australian school/s may apply to the Authority for recognition of a Certificate IV qualification (see Appendix 1) from 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc259181713]The recognition process may take up to six months from submission of the final application for recognition. Deadlines for submission of applications are advertised in Authority publications. An expert panel considers application for recognition and/or re-recognition. The panel is comprised of three members who have public and private training experience and in-depth knowledge of VET regulation and appreciation of school context between them. 
The recognised RTOs and Certificate IV qualifications are recognised for a maximum of three years on the Certificate IV Specified List. 
The evidence provided to meet the Certificate IV Criteria will be collated and supplied to the expert panel when considering RTOs and Certificate IV qualifications as per the Certificate IV Recognition Checklist found in Appendix 2. 
[bookmark: _Toc225332366]Maintenance of recognised Certificate IV qualifications
To maintain recognition each year, RTOs will be required to confirm to the Authority that the organisation’s contact details are current and the information on the Authority website regarding the Certificate IV qualification is correct. 
[bookmark: _Toc225332367]Applying for re-recognition
RTOs are invited to apply for re-recognition at the beginning of the final year of recognition. 
Any Certificate IV qualifications that has not attracted any enrolments over a three-year period of recognition will not be eligible for re-recognition.
[bookmark: _Toc225332368]Quality assurance
The recognised RTO is required to work with the Authority to confirm that the achievement data that schools report to the Authority is accurate. To facilitate this process, the RTO must collect the student’s Western Australian student number (WASN) as part of the student’s registration for the program.
[bookmark: _Toc225332369]Unit equivalence
Secondary school students completing Year 12 in 2028 and beyond, can gain unit equivalence for a Certificate IV level qualification that has been recognised and is delivered by a recognised RTO as published on the Certificate IV Specified List on the Authority website. 
Students who complete a recognised Certificate IV qualification using a recognised RTO may gain six unit equivalents.
Students who partially complete a recognised Certificate IV qualification using a recognised RTO may gain four unit equivalents. Partial completion is defined in the WACE Manual.
[bookmark: _Toc225332370]New Definitions
Recognised qualification
A qualification that has been determined by the Authority to meet the eligibility criteria for recognition to contribute unit equivalents towards the achievement of the WACE. 
Recognised RTO
An RTO recognised by the Authority as meeting the eligibility criteria to deliver recognised qualifications through which students can gain unit equivalents towards the achievement of the WACE. Recognition does not imply regulatory approval or endorsement beyond participation in the specified framework.
[bookmark: _Toc259181714]

[bookmark: _Toc225332371]Appendix 1: Certificate IV recognition application form
[bookmark: _Hlk136432147]Download this form from the Authority website at https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/endorsed-programs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk136331261]Email the completed application to VETinfo@scsa.wa.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Hlk136332550]RTO details
	RTO code
	

	RTO name
	

	Contact person
	

	Role or title
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Mobile
	

	Email
	

	Website
	


[bookmark: _Hlk136332926]School details
Provide details of the school to which the delivery of a Certificate IV qualification is proposed. 
Insert additional text boxes as required if your RTO is delivering to more than one school. 
	School name/s and code/s
	

	School contact person
	

	School contact number
	

	School contact email
	


Name of Qualification
	Qualification national code (e.g. CUA40920)
	

	Qualification national title (e.g. Certificate IV in Music)
	

	
	




[bookmark: _Toc225332372]Certificate IV Specified List Criteria
RTOs must provide evidence for the following three criteria. Evidence may be provided within this application form or by attaching documented evidence. 
[image: Paperclip with solid fill]If supporting evidence is provided as an attachment, please indicate by selecting the checkbox below and providing the relevant details. Ensure that the document name and page or reference number are clearly specified.
Industry Support
RTOs must consult with related Industry Training Councils (ITC) for Certificate IV qualifications that are identified as ‘red’, ‘amber’ or not assigned a colour on the VETDSS Register and provide the Authority with evidence of support from the relevant ITC, including suitability and appropriateness for delivery of these qualifications to senior secondary students.
Evidence of ITC support must be less than six months old and include the name of the person/s consulted, their contact details and their position or role within the ITC. If the support is conditional, those conditions must be clearly articulated. Evidence supplied may be verified.
Applications for qualifications identified as ‘green’ are considered to have established industry support and therefore do not require ITC support. If your application is for a qualification already recognised as having industry support, skip criterion 1 and move to criterion 2.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	

	Examples may include, but are not limited to: 

	Emails, signed letters, ITC endorsed minutes of meeting, written confirmation of communication. 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Suitable delivery plan for training and assessment
The delivery plan may be provided as an attachment or in the form of documentation the RTO deems appropriate, however it must include the information specified within Criterion 2. Please attach a detailed delivery and assessment plan or related document to this application. 
	Examples may include, but are not limited to: 

	Training and assessment strategy, Delivery and assessment plan, Trainer and Assessor skills matrix, written communication, any other documentation used by the RTO, or written confirmation in the spaces provided.


Units of Competency delivery – List the unit of competency (core and electives) – only these units of competency will be included by the Authority in the calculation of WACE achievement.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
Pre-requisites – List the identified unit of competency pre-requisite or co-requisite requirements and specify how they are met, if applicable.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

Entry requirements – List the identified qualification entry requirements and specify how they are met, if applicable.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Licensing requirements – specify the licensing, workplace or regulatory body requirements for delivery in Western Australia (WA), if applicable.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Student cohort/s – Identify the characteristics and abilities of the student cohort expected to enrol in the proposed Certificate IV level qualification.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Mandatory work placement requirements, if applicable – what documented strategies and procedures are in place to arrange work placements and identify and manage risks associated with VET students undertaking work placements?
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Amount of training – provide evidence that training is structured to support secondary school VET students to progress, providing sufficient time for instruction, practice, feedback and assessment while students meet all other WACE requirements.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
Mode of delivery and assessment – examples include face-to-face, online, workplace, traineeship, blended methods, etc. Provide evidence of how your chosen mode of delivery is engaging and appropriate for the skills and knowledge being delivered.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


Tick () the statements that apply to the mode of delivery for this qualification. 
	☐	On school premises
	☐	On RTO premises

	☐	During normal school hours
	☐	Outside of normal school hours

	☐	In a concentrated block of time
	☐	Spread across a number of weeks or more

	☐	Delivered by school personnel
	☐	Delivered by RTO personnel

	☐	For individuals or small numbers
	☐	For larger groups or whole class

	☐	Delivered by third-party providers
	☐	Delivered on third-party premises


	
	
	
	
Suitable delivery environment and resources – list the facilities, resources and equipment that are essential to the delivery of the qualification and how these will be made available to students.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Learner needs – provide evidence of how you determine the training and support services to be provided to students and how you will make these available. E.g. language, literacy and numeracy.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Student wellbeing – What systems are in place to identify the wellbeing support services that may be needed by your student cohort, relevant to the training products you offer?
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Demonstrated industry engagement – provide evidence of qualification and/or unit of competency-level consultation and reflection of current industry practice.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Quality Assurance – list the procedures or protocols that are in place to ensure the delivery of a quality program to senior secondary students.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Personnel – Identify the personnel who will be delivering this program. List their qualifications, competencies, experience, training or induction.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The Certificate IV qualification must not duplicate any WACE course or Authority-developed program
RTOs need to submit documentation including a list of units of competency (core and elective) to be delivered for the Certificate IV qualification proposed for inclusion in the Certificate IV Specified List.
RTOs must ensure that the units listed do not duplicate the context, rationale or learning of any WACE course. This will require RTOs to consider WACE course syllabus content and respond to questions a – c below. Refer to course syllabus documents on the Authority website for the extent of content information required. WACE courses can be accessed from the Authority website via https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/.
Rationale for selection of the Certificate IV qualification over WACE courses – Provide an explanation as to why the Certificate IV qualification has been selected over a corresponding ATAR or General WACE course/s. Clearly articulate the added value or unique offering of the proposed Certificate IV qualification in the context of vocational learning outcomes.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	School endorsement – Provide correspondence from the school (e.g. a letter or email from school leadership) confirming the RTO’s evaluation provided in response to question 3a.
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Justification for WACE unit equivalents – Provide an evidence-based justification outlining why the proposed qualification warrants unit equivalents which contributes to WACE achievement. 
	Evidence provided (tick)
	Name of Document / Attachment
	Page or Reference Number

	[image: Paperclip with solid fill]
	☐	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
[bookmark: _Toc259181715][bookmark: _Toc225332373]

Appendix 2: Certificate IV recognition checklist
(For Authority use only)
	Certificate IV qualification and related RTO

	RTO Provider name:
	RTO Provider code:

	Qualification title:
	Qualification code: 

	School Provider name:
	School Provider code: 

	Certificate IV recognition checklist
	Y/N
	Comment

	Have all qualifications, other than those identified as ‘green’ on the VETDSS Register, been provided with industry support?
	
	

	Delivery and Assessment Plan. The following criteria have been identified, if applicable: 
	
	

	Pre-requisites
	
	

	Entry requirements
	
	

	Licensing requirements
	
	

	Student cohort
	
	

	mandatory work placement requirements
	
	

	amount of training
	
	

	mode of delivery
	
	

	suitable delivery environment and resources
	
	

	learner needs
	
	

	student wellness
	
	

	demonstrated industry engagement
	
	

	quality assurance
	
	

	personnel
	
	

	WACE Course duplication
	
	

	Rationale for selection of the Certificate IV qualification over WACE courses
	
	

	School endorsement
	
	

	Justification for WACE unit equivalents
	
	

	Recommended period of recognition: from ___________ to ____________

	Comments:







Application for WACE recognition of a Certificate IV qualification
Application for WACE recognition of a Certificate IV qualification
image2.png




image3.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#580F8B; 
}

 


image4.png




image5.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent2_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#793FA2; 
}

 


image6.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Accent1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#580F8B; 
}

 


image7.svg
  


image1.png
%%y Government of Western Australia
M School Curriculum and Standards Authority




