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School administrators, Heads of Learning Area – The Arts and Teachers of Visual Arts ATAR Year 12 are requested to note for 2027 the following minor syllabus changes. The syllabus is labelled as ‘For teaching from 2027’.
Visual Arts | ATAR Year 12 | Summary of minor syllabus changes for 2027
The content identified by strikethrough has been deleted from the syllabus and the content identified in italics has been revised in the syllabus for teaching from 2027.
Assessment table written component – Year 12
	Type of assessment
	Weighting
	To SCSA
	Combined mark weighting

	Analysis
Response to analysis and evaluation of artwork sourced from a variety of art forms, genres, periods, times and/or cultures. This typically involves:
identifying and describing the elements and principles of art
interpretation of meanings
commenting on the relationship between the art form’s structure, purpose, ideas, issues, beliefs, attitudes, emotions and/or values.
	35%
	100%
	50%

	Investigation
Case studies involving research/investigations focused on Australian and/or international visual arts practice. Visual arts practice should be examined with consideration of context, such as historical, social and cultural factors which influence production and interpretation.
	35%
	
	

	Examination – Written
Typically conducted at the end of each semester and/or unit and reflecting the examination design brief for this syllabus. This includes:
visual analysis
personal response
interpretation and discussion of meaning and purpose 
interpretation and discussion of historical, social and cultural context(s)
unseen images
short, medium, extended and compare and contrast comparative response types
and can
occur in-class and/or formal examination settings
include written, oral or creative responses
include response to an image, prompt or quote.
	30%
	
	




Practical (production) examination design brief – Year 12
	Submission
	Supporting information

	Category 3
Time and motion-based artwork
Four-dimensional artwork 
(time and motion-based)
100% of the practical examination
	Forms such as animation, film, audiovisual and slideshow, which may include sound recording, are submitted in this category. Each individual submission must not exceed four minutes in duration and must be submitted on USB, CD or DVD. File formats must be capable of being played in VLC Media Player for use on a PC or Mac.
Photographs or audiovisual footage of two and three-dimensional artwork which is oversize and/or overweight and does not fit into Category 1 or 2 (for example, performance, installation and artwork which relies on a specific environment or site) can be submitted in Category 3, providing it is submitted on USB or DVD. File formats must be capable of being played in VLC Media Player for use on a PC or Mac.
Two or three-dimensional artwork can accompany the resolved artwork submitted in this category. Two or three-dimensional submissions must not exceed the size and weight restrictions as detailed in Categories 1 and 2.


Written examination design brief – Year 12
	Submission
	Supporting information

	Section Two
Compare and contrast essay
Comparative extended response
40% of the written examination
One question
Suggested working time: 60 minutes
	The question addresses visual analysis, meaning and purpose, and personal response. The candidate refers to two artwork images provided in the source booklet. The question can be scaffolded. 
The candidate analyses and evaluates the two artworks, interprets meanings and comments on the relationship between the artworks. The candidate can also be required to comment on structure, purpose, ideas, issues, beliefs, emotions, attitudes and/or values communicated in each artwork.
Artwork is sourced from a variety of forms, periods, times, and/or cultures. Prompts, including title, artist, and medium are provided. Relevant contextual information can be provided.
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