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[bookmark: _Toc208306693][bookmark: _Toc215559231][bookmark: _Toc235437583]Overview
This document outlines the main characteristics of the different styles of writing prescribed in the WACE version of the CCAFL language syllabuses. Students should be familiar with and able to produce the following styles of writing: descriptive, evaluative, imaginative, informative, personal, persuasive and reflective, or a combination of these writing styles. Effective writing may use a combination of these styles.
[bookmark: _Hlk208397186]The information in this document is intended as a guide for teachers of CCAFL languages; students would not be expected to include all aspects in their writing.
Teacher judgement is advised when considering whether the information in this document is applicable to the language being taught.


[bookmark: _Toc235437584]Descriptive writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080642]Purpose
To create a detailed description of a specific subject or event.
[bookmark: _Toc232080643]Common characteristics
Creates a detailed impression of a person, character, place, object or event, or a particular mood or atmosphere 
Engages the reader through language conventions and features that may include adjectives and adverbs that evoke emotion and create imagery
Includes sensory imagery, such as what is heard, seen, smelt, felt or tasted, to engage the reader and enhance their experience
Makes comparisons using language features such as comparatives and superlatives
Focuses on key details, active verbs and precise nouns (e.g. ‘the daffodils and roses’ rather than ‘the flowers’) to engage the reader
Uses a variety of sentence structures or sentence starters that are logically sequenced
[bookmark: _Toc232080644]Possible text types
Review, script of a speech, story
[bookmark: _Toc235437585]Evaluative writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080646]Purpose
To judge, review or offer opinions with a balanced perspective on the topic.
[bookmark: _Toc232080647]Common characteristics
Presents two or more aspects of a topic or sides of an argument to form a rational and objective conclusion through logical presentation and discussion of facts and ideas, using evidence to support the contrasting sides or alternatives
Creates an impression of balance and impartiality through objective and/or evaluative language and reasoning such as ‘According to …’ or ‘The results show …’
Often includes expressions of cause (e.g. ‘because of’, ‘since’ or ‘so’), consequence (e.g. ‘as a result’, ‘due to’ or ‘therefore’), opposition (e.g. interesting vs boring or in-depth vs brief) and concession (e.g. ‘but’, ‘however’ or ‘on the other hand’)
[bookmark: _Toc232080648]Possible text types
Article, blog post, email, letter, report, review, script of a speech, transcript of an interview 


[bookmark: _Toc235437586]Imaginative writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080650]Purpose
To entertain, amuse, or create an impression, picture or feeling in the reader.
[bookmark: _Toc232080651]Common characteristics
Focuses on creative and original ideas
Creates imagery, appeals to emotions and/or inspires imagination; for example, through a story
Follows a narrative structure that typically includes an orientation, complication, rising action, climax and resolution
Uses techniques such as variation in sentence and paragraph length, consideration of structure and sequencing to create a desired atmosphere or convey different emotions
Uses language such as adjectives and adverbs (or their equivalents) to create and describe elements such as the setting, events, characters, themes, emotions and atmosphere
[bookmark: _Toc232080652]Suggested text types
Script of a speech, story
[bookmark: _Toc235437587]Informative writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080654]Purpose
To convey objective and factual information on a subject or event clearly and accurately.
[bookmark: _Toc232080655]Common characteristics
Conveys factual information as clearly, completely and accurately as possible
Sequences information logically to assist in conveying information
Uses a neutral stance to convey information, typically using objective language and impersonal expressions (e.g. ‘according to …’)
Uses facts, examples, explanations, statistical information, quotations and/or references as evidence to support the reader’s understanding
Uses few adjectives, adverbs or emotive language, except as examples or explanations
[bookmark: _Toc232080656]Suggested text types
Article, biography, blog post, email, invitation, letter, message, notice, report, review, script of a speech, transcript of an interview


[bookmark: _Toc235437588]Personal writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080658]Purpose
To express the writer's thoughts, feelings and experiences, often in an informal manner.
[bookmark: _Toc232080659]Common characteristics
The audience is either the writer themself or a broader target audience, depending on context and purpose
Creates a sense of the writer’s personality in the reader’s mind, which may establish a sense of empathy
May use the act of writing to help the writer understand their own feelings or ideas by exploring events or experiences in their own life
Employs the first and/or second person
Uses a subjective, informal, familiar register which may include emotive or contracted language
Emphasises ideas, opinions, feelings and impressions, rather than factual, objective information
[bookmark: _Toc232080660]Possible text types
Diary or journal entry, invitation, message, script of a speech, story, transcript of an interview
[bookmark: _Toc235437589]Persuasive writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080662]Purpose
To convince the reader of a point of view or encourage a specific action.
[bookmark: _Toc232080663]Common characteristics
Aims to convince the reader of a particular point of view or attitude to achieve a desired outcome
Appeals to the reader’s emotions and opinions to achieve a specific purpose or response, such as making them think, feel or act a certain way
Uses persuasive techniques and writing conventions specifically chosen for the context, purpose and audience; for example, the language (vocabulary, sentence structures, style/register) and structure and sequencing (introduction, body paragraphs, rebuttal and conclusion)
May use the second person or use inclusive language to form a connection with the reader through direct address and appeal 
Uses language relevant to the context, purpose and audience, with consideration for word connotation (e.g. home [positive connotation] vs house [neutral connotation]), to evoke an intended response in the reader 
May use language to lend authority to the content, such as superlatives or quantitative statements
[bookmark: _Toc232080664]Possible text types
Article, blog post, email, letter, message, report, review, script of a speech, transcript of an interview
[bookmark: _Toc235437590]Reflective writing
[bookmark: _Toc232080666]Purpose
To encourage self-assessment, personal insight, analysis or processing of events and experiences.
[bookmark: _Toc232080667]Common characteristics
Allows the writer to process their response to events, situations or experiences
Assists the writer to better understand an event, situation or experience by analysing information and may attempt to form connections between new information and their own knowledge
May document what happened, how it impacted the writer and what they plan to do with the new knowledge
May use a variety of tenses and descriptive language to express opinions appropriate to context and purpose
Uses descriptive and emotive language to clearly articulate emotions and thoughts, or express personal growth
Uses the first person and subjective language, focusing on individual experiences or insights
May use repetition to emphasise significant ideas or experiences
[bookmark: _Toc232080668]Possible text types
Blog post, diary or journal entry, email, letter, review, script of a speech, story, transcript of an interview
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