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Sample assessment task
Dance – ATAR Year 12
Task 2
Assessment type	Performance/production
Conditions	Time allowed for the task: approximately 13 periods
	Practical assessment through performance in Semester 2, Week 12
Task weighting	5% of the school mark for this pair of units
	
Application of technique and skills – contemporary dance	(41 marks)
As a class, you will learn a contemporary dance work, applying the contemporary technique you learnt in Unit 3. The classwork will be assessed at [insert details of scheduled performance].
Task description
· You will participate in a class each week learning a contemporary dance work. 
Technique you will practise in class includes:
elevation
floor work
standing work 
travelling
turning.
You will apply technique in rehearsal and prepare choreography for a performance.
You will perform the choreography for assessment in Semester 2, Week 12.
Assessment criteria
· Application of contemporary technique in performance – 4 marks per skill 	(24 marks)
· quality of line
· breadth of movement
· transfer of weight 
· use of gravity
· capacity to move in and out of the floor 
· control
· Interpretation of choreographic intent	(4 marks)
· Musicality (rhythmic accuracy, use of musical contrasts, embodiment of music) 	(3 marks)
· Demonstration of performance qualities (commitment, confidence, engagement, 
expression, focus, projection)	(6 marks)
· Application of safe dance and alignment	(4 marks)


Marking key for sample assessment task 2
Group choreography	(41 marks)
	Description
	Marks

	Application of contemporary technique in performance 

	
	Minimal application 
(1)
	Inconsistent application (2)
	Minor inconsistencies, competent (3)
	Consistent and highly competent (4)

	Quality of line
	
	
	
	

	Breadth of movement
	
	
	
	

	Transfer of weight
	
	
	
	

	Use of gravity
	
	
	
	

	Capacity to move in and out of the floor
	
	
	
	

	Control
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	/24

	Interpretation of choreographic intent

	Performs a considered artistic interpretation of the contemporary dance that captures the choreographic nuances and intent
	4

	Performs a sound artistic interpretation of the contemporary dance that captures the choreographic nuances and intent
	3

	Performs a simple artistic interpretation of the contemporary dance with some connection to the choreographic nuances and intent
	2

	Performs a limited artistic interpretation of the contemporary dance with limited connection to the choreographic nuances and intent
	1

	Subtotal
	/4

	Musicality (rhythmic accuracy, use of musical contrasts, embodiment of the choreography)

	Demonstrates a strong sense of rhythmic accuracy, and clearly and consistently embodies the music through the choreography. Sustains accurate timing
	3

	Demonstrates some rhythmic accuracy and/or embodies the music through the choreography. Shows minor inconsistencies with timing of specific movements within the dance
	2

	Demonstrates minimal rhythmic accuracy, limited musicality, and incorrect timing of movements within the dance
	1

	Subtotal
	/3

	Demonstration of performance qualities (commitment, confidence, engagement, expression, focus, projection)

	Demonstrates skilled performance qualities throughout the choreography. Performance is committed, confident, expressive and focused, showing engagement and projection
	6

	Demonstrates sound performance qualities throughout the choreography. Performance is mostly committed, confident, expressive and focused, but engagement and projection are inconsistent
	5

	Demonstrates some performance qualities throughout the choreography. Performance may lack confidence, commitment, expression and focus. Engagement and projection are inconsistent
	4

	Demonstrates intermittent performance qualities throughout the choreography. Performance lacks confidence, commitment and focus in some sections. Shows little engagement and projection
	3

	Demonstrates performance qualities in some sections of the choreography. Performance in some sections lacks confidence, commitment and focus
	2

	Demonstrates a performance that lacks confidence with limited commitment and focus throughout the choreography. Shows movements that are largely marked rather than fully performed
	1

	Subtotal
	/6

	Application of safe dance and alignment

	Applies safe dance practices consistently. Demonstrates good use of alignment principles
	4

	Applies safe dance practices most of the time. Demonstrates good use of alignment principles most of the time
	3

	Applies safe dance practices inconsistently. Demonstrates some use of alignment principles
	2

	Applies limited safe dance practices or demonstrates little use of alignment principles
	1

	Subtotal
	/4

	Total
	/41




Sample assessment task
Dance – ATAR Year 12
Task 6
Assessment type	Response
Conditions	Time allowed for the task: 1 period of approximately 50 minutes
	In-class timed response: Semester 2, Week 7
Task weighting	12.5% of the school mark for this pair of units
__________________________________________________________________________________
Case study – innovation in dance	(24 marks)
You are to complete an in-class timed response after a series of lessons investigating the functions and contexts of dance within the focus of innovation in dance. The question will relate to how a dance company/choreographer has been innovative in dance.
Task description
As a class, you will research:
how dance has evolved over time through innovation
current innovations in dance.
You will continue to research a dance company/choreographer and examples of their works.
You must consider:
background information
who?
what?
why?
where?
when?
how?
choreographic intent
elements of dance
choreographic devices
choreographic structures
design concepts
historical, cultural and social context 
contribution to dance as an artform.
Organise your research notes in preparation for the in-class assessment.


Assessment criteria
You will be assessed on your ability to explain, discuss and evaluate a range of contextual factors, including:	
contribution to dance as an artform
historical background information
historical, cultural and social context 
related and relevant dance works – choreographic devices, choreographic intent, choreographic structures, design concepts and elements of dance.
You will respond to an unseen question for an in-class response. With reference to one choreographer or dance company and one of their works:
explain the structure of the dance work	(4 marks)
explain the significance of the dance work to the choreographer/dance company	(4 marks)
discuss how historical context has influenced the work to be innovative with 
reference to:
movement choices	(5 marks) 
one design concept	(5 marks)
evaluate the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform.
	(6 marks)


Marking key for sample assessment task 6
Case study – innovation in dance	(24 marks)
	Description
	Marks

	Explain the structure of the dance work

	Explains the choreographic structure of the dance work
	4

	Describes the choreographic structure of the dance work
	3

	Outlines the choreographic structure of the dance work
	2

	Makes general comments about the choreographic structure of the dance work
	1

	Subtotal
	/4

	Explain the significance of the dance work to the choreographer/dance company

	Explains the significance of the dance work to the choreographer/dance company
	4

	Describes the significance of the dance work to the choreographer/dance company
	3

	Outlines the significance of the dance work to the choreographer/dance company
	2

	Makes general comments about the significance of the dance work to the choreographer/dance company
	1

	Subtotal
	/4

	Discuss how historical context has influenced movement choices in the dance work

	Discusses how historical context has influenced movement choices in the dance work
	5

	Explains how historical context has influenced movement choices in the dance work
	4

	Describes how historical context has influenced movement choices in the dance work
	3

	Outlines how historical context has influenced movement choices in the dance work
	2

	Makes general comments about movement choices in the dance work
	1

	Subtotal
	/5

	Discuss how historical context has influenced one design concept in the dance work

	Discusses how historical context has influenced one design concept in the dance work
	5

	Explains how historical context has influenced one design concept in the dance work
	4

	Describes how historical context has influenced one design concept in the dance work
	3

	Outlines how historical context has influenced one design concept in the dance work
	2

	Makes general comments about one design concept in the dance work
	1

	Subtotal
	/5

	Evaluate the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform

	Evaluates the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform and uses dance terminology and language effectively
	6

	Discusses the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform and uses appropriate dance terminology and language
	5

	Explains the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform and uses some appropriate dance terminology and language
	4

	Describes the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform and uses some dance terminology and language
	3

	Outlines the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance as an artform and uses some dance terminology
	2

	Makes general comments about the contribution of the choreographer/dance company to dance
	1

	Subtotal
	/6

	Total
	/24
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